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UATRE JOURS SEULEMENT SEPARENT KIPPOUR DE SOUCCOT,

ce qui est a peine le temps de préparer les besoins de la féte. Pourquoi la féte de
Souccot a-t-elle été placée par Hachem tout de suite apres Kippour et surtout quel est le
lien entre ces deux fétes ?
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SOUCCOT:
MA CABANE AU OLAM HABA

RAV MICHAEL IFRAH R"vo5w

DIRECTEUR DE LA METHIVTA OHEL MORDEKHAI ET FONDATEUR DES INSTITUTIONS NEFESH YEHOUDI
PARIS

ABBI H’ANINA BAR PAPA

[et certains disent Rabbi Simlai]
a enseigné: Dans les temps futurs
Hakadoch Baroukh Hou va prendre
un Sefer Torah dans ses bras et dira:
celui qui s’est plongé dedans qu’il
vienne chercher sa récompense. Im-
médiatement, tous les non juifs se
regrouperont autour d’Hachem dans
une grande cohue [...] ils Lui diront:
-Maitre  du monde, nous avons fait
des marchés, des bains publics, nous
avons gagné beaucoup d’argent et
d’or et tout cela, nous ne ’avons
fait que pour qu’lsraél puisse étudier
la Torah. Hakadoch Baroukh Hou va
leur dire : -idiots que vous étes, votre
intention au moment ou vous avez
accompli tout cela n’était pas pour
les Bné Israél mais pour vous-mémes;
(vous ne pouvez donc pas recevoir
de récompense pour ces actes 1a).
[...] De méme, en ce qui concerne
les ponts, les villes et les guerres que
vous avez menées, ils n’ont été faits
que dans votre intérét.[...] Les nations
vont alors répon- dre : Maitre du
monde, est-ce que Tu nous aurais
donné des mitsvot que nous n’avons
pas accomplies ? (pourquoi donc
serions-nous privés de récompense ?)
La Guemara repousse cet argument
car d’une part, lors du Har Sinai,
Hachem avait proposé la Torah aux
autres nations qui 'ont refusée et de
plus, ils nont méme pas respecté les
sept mitsvot qui leur ont été données
en tant que descendants de Noa’h.
Les nations vont alors demander a
Hachem : Maitre du monde donne-
nous une mitsva et nous la ferons
cette fois-ci ! Hakadoch Baroukh Hou
leur rétorquera : -idiots que vous étes,
sachez que “celui qui s’est fatigué veille
de Chabbat pourra manger Chabbat
mais celui qui ne s’est pas fatigué
veille de Chabbat, d’ou mangera-

t-il ses repas de Chabbat »” (Ceci est
une métaphore pour leur expliquer
qu’il est trop tard dans le monde futur
pour faire des mitsvot). [...] J’ai tout
de méme une mitsva a accomplir ici,
elle est facile et elle s’appelle Soucca,
faites-la... | Immédiatement, chacun
prendra des ustensiles pour construire
sa soucca sur son toit... mais
Hakadoch Baroukh Hou fera sortit un
soleil de plomb et chaque goye sortira
de sa soucca en la frappant du pied.
[La Guemara demande :] Mais n’y
a-t-il pas une halakha qui prévoit que
lorsque nous sommes dérangés par le
climat dans la soucca, nous avons le
droit d’en sortir, (comme il est écrit
mistaher patour mine hasoucca) ? [La
Guemara ré- pond :] oui, mais sans la
frapper du pied ! Hakadoch Baroukh
Hou rira alors de cet épisode relatif
a la demande des nations. (Guemara
Avoda zara 2a, 2b, 3a).

Plusieurs questions se posent sur cette
étonnante guemara : Q1°) Hachem a
expliqué aux nations du monde que
seul celui qui s’est fatigué veille de
Chabbat pourra manger le Chabbat.
De méme, seul celui qui a accompli les
mitsvot dans ce monde-ci pourra en
recevoir le salaire dans le monde futur
qui est le monde de la récompense.
Par contre, celui qui  n’a pas préparé
ses repas de Chabbat, ne pourra plus
faire de mélakhot lorsqu’arrive le jour
du Chabbat et Il en va de méme dans
le monde de la récompense, il n’y aura
plus de possibilité de faire des efforts
dans la Torah et dans les mits- vot
pour en tirer un salaire. Ce monde-la
est réservé a la récompense a Pinstar
du Chabbat qui est réservé au oneg
(profit) et qui nous interdit toute
melakha (travail). S’il en est ainsi, on
peut se demander comment Hachem
a-t-1l réussi a trouver encore une

mitsva a accomplir dans ce monde qui

est enticrement fait de récompense
et ou il n’y a plus ni libre arbitre, ni
effort possible » Comment la mitsva
de soucca fait-clle exception a la regle
et est-elle réalisable dans le mon- de
futur ?

Q2°) Une autre question étonnante
visera a comprendre pourquoi les non
juifs, tous sans exception, donneront
un coup de piedlorsqu’ils sortiront de
la soucca a cause du soleil. Ils auraient
pu sortir de la soucca et rentrer chez
eux, sans pour autant la frapper. Nous
avons l'impression qu’ils ont tous
ressenti une grande colere contre la
soucca !? Que se cache-t- il derriere
ce coup de pied des nations ?

Q3°) Une autre question, non moins
étonnante, concerne la réaction
d’Hachem dans cet épisode relatif aux
agissements des nations du monde : la
guemara dit qu’Hachem a ri. Qu’y a-t-
il de si drole dans le fait qu’ils n’aient
pas supporté le soleil (qu’Hachem
Lui-méme a fait sortir d’ailleurs) ?

Q4°) On peut se demander aussi
pourquoi Hachem a-t-il proposé la
mitsva de soucca aux non juifs et
pas la mitsva des quatre especes qui
s’accomplit pendant la méme féte.
Drailleurs, a ce sujet, nous pouvons
également nous interroger sur le
rapport entre ces deux mitsvot, celle
de la soucca et celle des arba minim
(quatre especes) qui s’accomplissent
pen- dant la méme féte mais qui, a

priori, n’ont aucun rapport ?

Q5°) Enfin, quatre jours seulement
séparent Kippour de Souccot, ce qui
est a peine le temps de préparer les
besoins de la féte. Pourquoi la féte
de Souccot a-t-elle été placée par

suite a la
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SUKKOT
EVERY WEEK

RAV DAVID SUTTON X"v°5w

RABBI OF YAD YOSEF TORAH CENTER
NEW YORK

HEN SHABBAT AND YOM TOV

CC coincide, we recite in our

prayers and in kiddush the blessing,
D SRWwN nawn wIpn ‘7 AAR A -
“"Blessed are You, Hashem, who
sanctifies Shabbat, Yisrael, and the
The Rabbis noted that
Shabbat is mentioned in this blessing

holidays.”

first, before Am Yisrael and the
holidays, because Shabbat is the
source of all other kedushah. Hashem
made Shabbat sacred, and this is
what enables us to become sacred
people and the holidays to become
sacred occasions. Shabbat is the

source of all holiness.

This leads us to the conclusion that
all the Yamim Tovim are, somehow,
rooted in Shabbat. Within the themes
and observances of Shabbat we can
find elements of all the holidays,
because Shabbat is the source of
their holiness.

Rav Chaim Palagi, in his Nefesh
Ha'chaim, notes the question raised
by Rav Binyamin Halevi as to why we
do not eat in a sukkah every Friday
night. In our Friday night prayers, we
proclaim that Hashem “spreads a
sukkah of peace” upon us - noo wman
5w 2 my Do By wby obw. As such,
Rav Binyamin Halevi asked, it would
seem appropriate to observe the
mitzvah of sukkah each and every
Friday night.

| once had the opportunity to discuss
this question with Rav Yaakov Hillel,
Rosh Yeshivat Ahavat Shalom in
Jerusalem. | noted that this question,
at first glance, seem peculiar. Would
we really consider applying the
mitzvah of sukkah every week? Isn't
this notion far-fetched, even for a
fleeting moment'’s consideration?

Rav Hillel explained that to the
contrary, the Friday night experience
closely resembles the protection
provided by the “clouds of glory” in
the wilderness, which we
commemorate on Sukkot through the
mitzvah of sukkah. The Zohar teaches
that when Shabbat begins, G-d
hovers over the Jewish Nation like a
mother bird hovering over her nest to
protect her chicks. Hashem actually
spreads overusa Dbw nawto protect
us, much as He spread the “clouds of
glory” around our ancestors to
protect them in the desert, as we
commemorate on Sukkot.

“ clonds of
glory ...”

This concept is developed by Rav

Chaim of Tchernovitz, in his work
Sidduro Shel Shabbat, where he
emphasizes that the peace and
security lovingly granted to us by
Hashem on Friday night resembles
the serenity enjoyed by the Jewish
People as they traveled under the
protection of the miraculous “clouds
of glory” in the desert. Every week,
on Shabbat, we reside in the xn>z
xnunT - “the shadow of faith” - just
as on Sukkot. Rav Chaim of
Tchernovitz proceeds to cite an
additional teaching of the Zohar, that
when women light the Shabbat
candles on Friday night, they banish
all the negative forces that are
generated by the stress and anxiety
of the workweek. Evil dwells amid
sorrow and angst, whereas kedushah
takes hold when there is joy and
positivity. And thus with the onset of
Shabbat, when the woman lights the
candles which spread joy and

serenity, the negative forces are
blocked from the entering our homes.
As in the wilderness, we are protected
by a special spiritual covering that
prevents harmful, negative forces
from reaching us.

On Shabbat, as opposed to all other
special occasions, we have seven
aliyos, calling seven men to the
Torah. The seven aliyos of Shabbat
correspond to the seven Ushpizin -
the “guests” that visit our sukkot. The
concept of Ushpizin is relevant to
Shabbat because Shabbat is a weekly
Sukkot, when we are given special
protection and experience special joy
and serenity.

Many people fail to recognize
the unique kedushah of Shabbat,
and to realize that the holiness of
Shabbat exceeds that of Yom Kippur.
Ironically, many Jews who disregard
the kedushah of Shabbat ensure to
observe Yom Kippur, which is on a
lower level of sanctity. The Brisker
Rav suggested that the reason for
this is because people see observant
Jews treating Yom Kippur with special
sanctity, and so they, too, treat Yom
Kippur as a special day. If we raise
our awareness of, and sensitivity to,
the unique, unparalleled sanctity of
Shabbat, then we willnotonly enhance
our own Shabbat experience, but will
also influence our fellow Jews to treat
Shabbat the way it is meant to be
treated.

Let us, then, ensure to contemplate
and think about this unique aspect of
Shabbat - the special protection, the
oow noo, in which Hashem envelops
us each and every week when
Shabbat begins.
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IT'S SUKKOT
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DEFINE HAPPY

“You shall rejoice on your Festival...
for HaShem, your God, will have
blessed you...and you will be
completely joyous” (Deuteronomy
16:14-15)
CTPYR PIPY 72737 73 303 DRy
(10-7> T ©7737) ‘R X M
Whether it Rains or shines on
our Sukkah, the biblical mitzvah
to be happy and joyous during
Sukkot is here to stay. While
being joyous seems easy enough
to achieve with some good food,
Kosher Jewish music and family
time. The problem with the
happiness commandment is that
the majority of us can’t figure out
how to truly attain it even during
While there’s
not a single person on earth that

the whole year.

does not seek to be happy, only
the proportionally few remaining
Bnai Torah left in the world know
how to achieve it. How could it
be that such a highly demanded
thing is virtually unfound? The
simple reason is that most people
simply don’t know what happiness
is. Though it may not be easy,
and at times outright difficult,
attaining true happiness is no
more difficult than a life full of
everything except happiness. As
the Alshech HaKadosh once taught
that it is much more difficult to
go to Gehinom than to Gan Eden.
While the path to Gehinom is full
of fighting, cheating, lying and
stealing and big egos, the path to
Gan Eden is the exact opposite.
Who would want all those
headaches? Join me for a journey
towards attaining true happiness

step by step. BeEzrat HaShem we

will succeed in implementing it

during Sukkot and all year round.
"Mitzvah gedola lihiyot b’simcha
tamid”

“It's a big mitzvah to always be

joyous”
(Likutey Moharan, Torah 24)

Saying
Todah
L.e’'Habem

is the key

to getting
all salvation

from HaShem
Yitbarach”

based on the teachings of Rebbe

Nachman of Breslev, yet how many
people can testify to heaven that
they live this happiness and joy
even when they're life is full of
darkness and difficulty? It seems
impossible to join the "happy
people” dancing in the circle,
when we're so busy wallowing in
our own personal pain and sorrow.
I remember asking myself “what
are they so happy about?” more
than a few times in the past. Of
course no reasonable person is
even remotely interested in the

temporary happiness of a shoteh

(a drunkard), yet many settle with
just that.

Instead of listening to the
Sages about having a temporary
sadness, many find themselves
with a temporary “like-happiness”
that's typically depending on
exterior stimuli. Even this false
sense of reality does not have the
staying power promised, and only
appears sporadically inside their
constant state of sadness. Some
fool themselves into thinking that
they're happy by regularly using
marijuana, alcohol, pain killers,
and other psychedelics. Others
choose to manipulate a different
hormone (i.e. adrenaline), and
jump out of planes, gamble or
otherwise put themselves in
dangerous situations intentionally.
The list of temporary fixes has no
end, and some can even sound
reasonable. Just as Pharaoh kept
Am Yisrael too busy to even think
straight, the Yetzer HaRa has even
more creative tools.

“And Moses spoke accordingly to
the Children of Israel; but they
did not heed Moses, because of
shortness of breath and hard work”
(Exodus 6:9)

In the end, these adrenaline rushes
and/or mind altering drugs only
help the unhappy drown out the
pain of their “sad reality.” Aside
from the obvious life danger, all
addicts admit that even this false
reality has its limits. Are these
people acting out of desperation
or simply ignorance about
attaining happiness? Most likely it

is a combination of both.

‘....and Avraham came to eulogize

Sarah and to grieve over her”

(Genesis 23:2)
“mR5aY mIwh THPY oEnax Kan..
(230 n>wxH3a)

Anyone that allows themselves
the privilege of thinking honestly
should now begin to ask some
questions about themselves.
Questions like “can we attain true
happiness despite the sadness that
is very much a part of life?” The
Torah testifies that Avraham Avinu
excelled in minimizing his sadness
even when he found out that
the love of his life, Sarah Imenu,
has passed on? Can we emulate
Avraham Avinu? The answers to
both are YES! The simple fact that
the difficult life experiences of our
forefathers are written in the Torah
is a testament that we can [and
must learn to] emulate them at our
The “how

to” is a bit more complicated and

own respective levels.

requires several steps. Needless
to say, the same intellectual
honesty that we started with, must
be prevalent in each of the steps.

MONEY REALITY CHECK

Today's politically correct world
is quick to conclude that talks
of Biblical rebuke are negative,
yet much of the holy Torah is just
that—Mussar (i.e. rebuke). It may
surprise some to learn that in
his commentary on the Talmud
(Shabbat 32b), Rashi clearly states
that the words Mussar and Torah
are synonymous. As HaRav Nissim
Yagen zt'l once said "even the
exciting wedding day between
Am Yisrael and HaShem Yitbarach
began withthe Ten Commandments
thatforced usto change everything
Whether it's the

difficulties experienced by our

overnight.”

forefathers, the intricate details of
the Torah commandments, or the
heavy price we pay for disobeying
either of them, the holy Torah is
the instructions book to life.

“This shall be the reward (Eikev

apy) when you hearken to these

ordinances, and you observe and
perform them;”
7'12)

(Deuteronomy

,,,,,

(:w 1 D’W:'l) ...u;jx m;ww;;w_ mjjf;wn

Unlike most of the Torah, Parashat
Eikev (i.e. The Reward) opens
in an unusually delightful way,
whereby Moshe Rabbeinu tells Am
Yisrael about the divine promise of
extraordinary rewards. The “fruit
of your womb (i.e. children) and
fruit of the land (i.e. $u$tenance)
are just the starting points of
the countless blessings being
promised. Yet, it seems like each
year there are more “Breaking
News” stories of suicide by the
same modern-day celebrities that
looked really happy and blessed.
Why does the richest and most
conveniently living society in
history want to stop living so
badly?  Although the research
shows a 72% higher suicide
risk for an unemployed person,
the suicide risk is also higher
in wealthier neighborhoods?
Disturbing as they might be, these
stories serve as a testament that
the material part of the blessing
isindeed incomplete. In short, it's
the not the money that makes the

happiness world go round!

As is the way of the Torah, we turn
to our holy Sages for answers. The
same holy Sage, Rashi, uncovers
the secret of the blessings, and
thereby one of the first secrets to
happiness. A brief analysis of the
word Eikev (reward apy) shows that
it also means heel (i.e. the back
part of the foot). Allegorically, just
as it is inevitable for the heel to
arrive at its destination as a result
of every [normal] step forward, the
Torah promises that the “reward”
(i.e. Eikev) arrives "after” the
observance and performance of

the commandments.

“15 X377 wiRin 2.7 (1b 1 D°13T)
“...for it is a trap for you”

(Deuteronomy 7:16)

So what if we received what we

thought were the “blessings,” but
without the prerequisite steps?
Just four verses ahead we see the
word Mokesh trap wpin inside the
very verse that's warning us about
violating the divine instructions.
This self-inflicted, Yetzer Hara
induced, spiritual poison is the
essence of our free will in this
world. As our sages repeatedly
tell us "Everything is in the hands
of Heaven, except the fear of
Heaven” (Berachot 33b).

After retelling the details of
our divine wedding at Mt. Sinai,
Moshe Rabbeinu repeats the Ten
Commandments and shocks the
nation with what many thought
is impossible. In  Parashat
Va’'Etchanan, God code names
the observers and violators of his
mitzvoth, His lovers and His haters,
respectively. To ensure clarity,
God repeated these words later in
the same Parasha, telling Moshe
Rabbeinu about the outcome of

one who refuses to do Teshuva.

“...And He repays [abundance] to
His haters in his lifetime to make
him perish; he shall not delay for
His hater—in his lifetime He shall
repay him.” (Deuteronomy 7:10)
A x5 i7raxab 19 Sy 1xawh ohem
(1 o71a7) 1% ohwr 10 by ixawh

In what is arguably the scariest
verse in the Torah, we now
understand why material success
is not always the Eikev (reward),
but can sometimes be the actual
Mokesh (trap).

word Mokesh also means landmine

Interestingly the

in Modern Hebrew (i.e. a deadly
bomb hidden underground as a

trap).

From here we learn a powerful
Mussar lesson about being honest
with ourselves in our journey to
true happiness. When it comes to
materialism, it's time we look at
the facts and take them to heart.
Enough with basing our happiness

on some imaginary bank account
more on PAGE 28
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VOUS PRENDREZ
« E pour vous le premier
jour un fruit de l'arbre hadar, des
branches de palmier, des rameaux
de l'arbre avoth et des saules de
riviere et vous vous réjouirez en

présence de |'Eternel votre D-ieu,
pendant sept jours ». (Vayikra 23, 40)

La Torah institue l'obligation pour
tout homme juif, au cours de la féte
de Soukot, de se saisir de quatre
especes saule, palmier, cédrat
et myrte et un fruit de Hadar. La
Michna, dans le traité Souka (41a),
relate 'étendue et I'évolution dans
le temps de ce commandement : «
Au début le Loulav était saisi dans le
Sanctuaire durant sept jours et dans
la Médina (l'extérieur du temple) un
seul jour. Une fois le Temple détruit
Rabbi Yo'hanan Ben Zakai institua
que l'on prenne le Loulav (méme)
dans la Médina pendant sept jours
en souvenir du Temple ».

La situation est donc la suivante : au
départ la mitsva durait sept jours au
Temple et un seul jour a l'extérieur.
Par la suite, une fois le Temple détruit,
l'obligation fut étendue aux sept
jours a tout endroit, les six derniers
jours qui constituent une innovation
étant destinés a garder le souvenir
de la pratique du commandement
au Temple.

Il ressort donc de ce texte que de
nos jours lorsque nous pratiquons la
Mitsva de Loulav, une fois le premier
jour passé, c'est dans l'optique de
remplir le devoir institué par Rabbi
Yohanan Ben Zakai, a savoir d'agir
a l'identique de ce qui se faisait au
Temple entant que zekher (souvenir).

Les commentateurs divergent sur la
définition du terme Médina employé
dans la Michna.

Rachi,surplace,endonneladéfinition
suivante : « la Médina est constituée
de tout l'espace extérieur au Temple
». Donc la position de Rachi quant
au terme Médina est purement et
simplement toute zone extérieure
au Temple. Alors nous comprenons

1.The walls of the
sukkah
should be sturdy
enough that a
normal wind will
not
shake them.

que pour ce qui concerne la Mitsva
de quatre espeéces, Jérusalem a le
méme statut que le reste du monde,
et selon la Torah on y utilise le Lulav
seulement le premier jour.

Par contre le Maimonide (Rambam),
dans son commentaire sur la Michna,
apporte sur ce terme un éclairage
tout a fait différent. Pour lui le terme
Médina englobe toutes les villes
d'Israél a l'exception de Jérusalem.
Par conséquent, pour Rambam le
statut du Temple et de Jérusalem
sont identiques au regard de la
mitsva des quatre espéces.

Rabbi Yadkov Etlinger Zt"l, dans
son commentaire sur le Talmud
intitulé « Aroukh Laner » tire des
conclusions importantes de ces
quelques mots du Rambam. Selon
lui, si I'on considere que la mitsva
du Loulav s‘applique dans les

mémes conditions au Temple et a
Jérusalem, cela implique que ce
commandement est indépendant de
la présence du Temple. Méme apres
la destruction de celui-ci, Jérusalem
conserve son statut spécifique de
ce point de vue. Alors il s'ensuit
que méme de nos jours, a partir du
deuxieme jour de Soukot la mitsva
sera d'ordre Torahique a Jérusalem
et d'ordre rabbinique dans tout autre
point du globe.

Malgré cette position, certaines
limites sont posées par l'auteur lui-
méme. On ne pourra appliquer
cette halakha que dans les limites
de la Jérusalem antique, ce que l'on
appelle aujourd’hui « la vieille ville
», et dans les zones de celle-ci dont
nous avons la certitude qu'elles font
partie des territoires sanctifiés lors
de la premiére conquéte de la ville,
a l'époque biblique. En pratique,
I'un des seuls endroits a avoir ce
statut est le Kotel, le Mur occidental.
Ainsi, toute personne présente au
Kotel, par exemple, le troisieme
jour de Soukot, et qui y accomplirait
la mitsva de Loulav réaliserait un
commandement de la Torah tandis
qu’une autre personne présente a
Tel Aviv le méme jour réaliserait une
mitsva d'ordre rabbinique.

Par contre le Rav Moshé Feinstein
Zt"l, dans le huitiéme volume de ses
responsa pose une question toute
aussi décisive. La Michna du méme
traité a la page 42b, indique que
lorsque le premier jour de la féte
de Soukot tombait Chabbat, tout
le monde apportaient leur Loulav
au Temple le vendredi (veille de
la féte). Or si Jérusalem a le méme
statut que le Temple il aurait suffi de

2.A sukkah should
really have
four walls,

but three walls are

also acceptable,
although certainly
not so cozy.

se contenter d'amener les quatre
espéces dans une des synagogues
de la ville dont par ailleurs le traité
Meguila nous dit que Jérusalem
regorgeait. De |3, le Rav Feinstein Zt"l,
en tire une conclusion stupéfiante:
Si le texte problématique entre
en contradiction avec une Michna
explicite, c'est qu'il ne peut qu'étre
erroné, donc le texte de Maimonide
qui souléve ces questions est une
erreur de copiste (taout sofer).

Mais nous trouvons que le Rav Yossef
Shalom Elyashiv Zt"l, considéré
comme l'un des décisionnaires
majeurs de notre époque se rendu
tous les jours de Soukot au Kotel
chaque année pour y accomplir
la mitsva des quatre espéces en
conformité avec I'avis du Rambam.

Il ressort de I'idée développée par
le Aroukh Laner que Jérusalem a
conservé une part de sa Kedoucha
(sainteté) spécifique. Cette sainteté
s'exprime par la capacité d'y réaliser
la volonté divine « devant Hachem
», méme de nos jours, méme en
I'absence du Beth Hamikdach. De la
nous comprenons que la Kedoucha
de Jérusalem ne peut se vivre qu'a
travers un geste d'une Mitsva.

SELON LA KABBALE UN
CONCEPT DE "RECYCLAGE"

A la fin de Soukot, nous nous
retrouvons avec différents objets
qui nous ont servi a accomplir
des commandements mais qui ne
servent manifestement plus a rien :
les Quatre Especes, les branches de
saule de Hochéna Rabba ou encore
le Sekhakh (branchage) qui a servi
de toit a la Soukah.

Pourtant, il nous est interdit de nous
en débarrasser en les jetant a la
poubelle. Pourquoi?

La Torah écrit qu'aprés qu'Abraham
ait acheté le champ pour y enterrer
Sarah, « le champ s'éleva ». (Berechit
23:17)

De quelle maniére un champ peut-il
s'élever ?

Rachi explique que lorsqu’un objet
matériel est utilisé pour accomplir
une Mitsva, il s'éléve spirituellement.
Il en est de méme pour les objets qui
ont servi a nous élever durant la féte.

Des objets tels qu'un Loulav
usagé, des Tsitsit déchirés ou un
Chofar défectueux, bien qu'ils
n‘aient conservé aucune sainteté
intrinséque, ils ne doivent pas étre
traités irrespectueusement ou jetés a
la poubelle (Michna Beroura 21:6). I
est cependant permis de laisser ces
objets dans un endroit propre méme
si on sait que quelqu'un dautre
viendra et nous en débarrassera
(Michna Beroura 21:7). Les gens
trés scrupuleux prennent sur eux
d'ensevelir ce genre d'objets ou les
mettent dans une Gueniza (Rama).

Il existe dans la Kabbale un concept
de " recyclage " qui propose que
chaque objet utilisé pour une
Mitsva soit réutilisé pour une autre.
(Choul’han Arou’h Harav para.12)

Par exemple, certaines personnes
gardent le Loulav et les branches de
saule et myrtes jusqu'a la veille de
Pessah et s’en servent pour alimenter
le feu lors de la combustion du

3.The sukkah walls

can be made
from any
material,
even from the ones
that are
not kosher for the
s’kakh (i.e. metal,
bricks, plastic,
etc.).

‘Hamets (Maharchal para. 77).
Pareillement, de vieux  Tsitsit
détachés du Talith peuvent servir de
marque page. (Maharil) D'autres ont
I'habitude de ramasser des dizaines
des Etroguim apres la féte et de faire
une confiture qu'on peut ensuite la
servir a Tou Bichvat.

Quoique vous décidiez de faire
avec ces objets, rappelez-vous un
principe fondamental : les Mitsvot
permettent aux individus d'exprimer
leur relation personnelle avec D-ieu
et d'étre créatif dans les limites de la
Halakha.

4.Many people purchase pre-made Sukkots made of metal, with fabric walls that attaches to
the metal frame. According to many opinions this type of sukkas are not a good option. If no
alternatives are available, one should make sure that the fabric walls are tied down with a strong
rope or tie-raps all along the bottom and the top of the frame. In addition several horizontal strings
need to be tied around the sukkah (at least from three sides). These strings should be tied at
intervals of less than 24cm, starting from the bottom of the Sukkah, to a height of at least 80cm.
This method invokes a halakhic principle of “Lavud”, that considers the strings to be united to form a
solid wall. With such strings, the Sukkah is kosher according to all opinions.



SUKKOT

MOST EMINENT OF THE
FESTIVALS

HARAV HAGAON RAV YISRAEL BITAN X"0°5w
DIRECTOR OF HAKETER INSTITUTE
JERUSALEM

THE TORAH (VAYIKRA CHAPTER 23) DESCRIBES ALL THE HOLIDAYS
in the Jewish year, beginning with Pesah and concluding with Sukkot.
After describing Sukkot in brief, the Torah sums up (verse 36), “These
are the festivals of God, sacred calendar occasions that you must
announce, each in its own time.” Then, the Torah continues to describe
the festival of Sukkot in greater detail. Logically, one would think that
verse 36 should come after the Torah completes its description of Sukkot.

The Tzeror Hamor (commentary on the Torah) explained that by placing
the verses in this order, the Torah teaches us the eminence of Sukkot
above all the other festivals. Although the festival of Pesah is fundamental
to Torah Judaism, the fact is that the people of Yisrael had not yet
reached their spiritual goals at the time of the exodus from Egypt. They
did not possess the Torah and its mitzvot at that time. Although they
received the Torah and accepted the yoke of the mitzvot at the time of
the festival of Shavuot, their efforts were flawed as they proved later by
worshipping the Golden Calf. This sin was not rectified until Yom Kippur
three months later. Only after Yom Kippur were they ready to celebrate
their being God's nation in the full sense of the term. At that time, they
were able to celebrate their full-fledged nationhood during the festival
of Sukkot. Thus, this is the most eminent of all the Torah's festivals.

Symbolizing the eminence of Sukkot are the many mitzvot that we are
commanded to perform on each day of the festival, including dwelling
in sukkot, picking up the four species and bringing numerous offerings
and sacrifices to the Altar in the Beit Hamikdash. As an expression of the
unique quality of these eight days, we recite the entire Hallel on each one.

The Midrash (Pesikta deRav Kahana, appendix 2) teaches that on Rosh
Hashanah the Blessed Holy One judged everyone in the world and He
sealed the judgment on Yom Kippur. In case the people of Yisrael have
been sentenced to go into exile, they construct sukkot and voluntarily exile
themselvesfromtheirhomes.TheBlessedHolyOnethenconsidersitasifthey
had been exiled to Babylon and excuses from receiving such a punishment.

The Torah states (Vayikra 23:42), "You must dwell in sukkot for seven
days; every citizen of Yisrael must dwell in sukkot.” The Arizal pointed out
that the verse first states this commandment in the second person - “you
must dwell” - and later repeats it in the third person - “they must dwell.”
He explained that only the first part of the verse is the commandment,
whereas the second part is a promise - in reward for fulfilling this mitzvah
the people of Yisrael will merit basking in the sukkah made of the skin
of the Leviathan in the future. This corresponds to another teaching of
the Pesikta - The Blessed Holy One said, “l promise to protect all those

who fulfill the mitzvah of sukkah
from the fires of Gehinnom.

Harav Yehuda Tzadka explained
the significance of this verse's
choice of words - “citizen of Yisrael.”
Citing the holy Zohar (Volume
lll, page 103a), he taught that by
performing the mitzvah of sukkah
properly, a person proves that he
is indeed a full-fledged citizen, a
scion of the holy nation of Yisrael.

Harav  Eliyahu  Hakohen  of
Tripoli (Libya) wrote in his sefer
Orhot Hayim that by fulfilling
the mitzvah of Sukkah we bring
the Final Redemption closer. He
demonstrated that this is alluded
to in the verse “basukkot teshevu
shiviat yamim, you must dwell in
sukkot for seven days.” The initial
letters of these words spell Tishbi, a
reference to the Prophet Eliyahu. In
the meritof dwelling in sukkot we will
soon hear the clarion call of Eliyahu
announcing the  Redemption.
See more in Siman 625:3.

Harav Yosef Hayim (sefer Aderet
Eliyahu) cited the Midrash (Vayikra
Rabba 30:15) expounding on the
verse (Mishlei 30:18), “Three things
are beyond my comprehension
while there are four things that
| do not know.” The three things
are the Pesah sacrifice, matza and
maror. The four things are the four
species (lulav, etrog, etc.). Rav Yosef
Hayim taught that the three things
are known to be symbols of our
redemption from Egypt. The Pesah
sacrifice symbolizes the fact that
God skipped over a large portion
of the four hundred years that we
were destined to be enslaved and
hurried to redeem us after only half
that period. The matzo symbolizes
the fact that He redeemed us so
swiftly that our dough did not have
a chance to leaven. The maror
symbolizes the bitter punishments
that God brought upon the
Egyptians for their cruelty toward
us. The future Redemption will

parallel the redemption from Egypt
as the verse teaches (Mikha 7:15), “I
will show him wonders similar to the
dayswhenyouleftthe land of Egypt.”

The four species represent the four
classes among the nation of Yisrael.
The etrog represents those who are
filled with Torah knowledge and
good deeds. Those who are filled
with Torah knowledge but have few
good deeds are represented by the
lulav while those who have many
good deeds but have no Torah
knowledge are represented by
the hadassim. Those who possess
neither Torah knowledge nor good
deedsarerepresented bythe aravot.
(See the preface to Siman 645.) We
perform the mitzvah by holding all
four species together, symbolizing
the fact that when all the factions
of the people are united they are
protected from all evil. Since the
destruction of the Bet Hamikdash
and the exile occurred as a result
of baseless hatred, as our Sages
taught (Yoma 9a), becoming unified
is the catalyst for bringing about
our redemption. This, Rav Yosef
Hayim concluded, is the meaning
of the verse - if | am not familiar
with the four things, meaning that
the nation is not unified, then the
three symbols of the redemption
will  not be realized either.
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THE CANOPY OF FAITH

Rabbenu Yaakov, author of Arba’a Turim, wrote (Siman 417) that the three
major festivals of the Torah correspond to our three Forefathers. Pesah
corresponds to Avraham Avinu, who told his wife Sarah (Bereshit 18:6),
"Knead dough and make loaves,” meaning to bake them into matzo since
it was Pesah at that time. Shavuot corresponds to Yitzhak Avinu, for when
God revealed Himself at Mount Sinai to give the Torah to the people of
Yisrael He blew a great shofar that was fashioned from one of the horns
of the ram that Avraham sacrificed on Mount Mori‘a in place of his son
Yitzhak. Sukkot corresponds to Yaakov Avinu, for when he arrived at the
city of Shekhem he erected sukkot for his livestock.

Our Sages taught (Sukkah 2a) that the meaning of the mitzvah of sukkah
is that the Torah is telling us, “Go out from a permanent dwelling and
sojourn in a temporary dwelling.” The Torah also describes this festival as
the hag ha'asif, the festival of the ingathering of the year’s produce. This is
naturally a season of happiness and satisfaction since each farmer fills his
storage bins with the abundance of grain that his fields have produced.
However, this is a time of great spiritual danger, since the farmer might
entertain the thought that he has earned his wealth through his own
efforts and ingenuity. He might forget that he is totally dependent on

God and that all he has comes from God. At this time, therefore, the Torah
demands, “Go out from a permanent dwelling and sojourn in a temporary
dwelling.” Throw away the thought that you have established a permanent
presence on this world. Internalize the idea that your presence in this
world is temporary and is not something to be championed.

The Torah describes the young Yaakov Avinu as a yoshev ohalim, one
who dwells in tents. Yaakov devoted his life to Torah study; nothing else
occupied his mind. In Bereshit 33:17, where the Torah states, “Yaakov
traveled to Sukkot. He built a house for himself and he fashioned sukkot
for his livestock,” the Targum known as Yonatan teaches, “He built a bet
midrash for himself and fashioned huts for his livestock.” He built nothing
for his personal use; he dwelt in tents. His only permanent structure was
the bet midrash where he studied Torah.

The Hebrew word for livestock is mikneh, which means acquisition. For
Yaakov Avinu, all his acquisitions and possessions deserved only his
fleeting attention. He placed them in sukkot, a temporary place, because
for him these things had only temporary value.

It becomes clear, therefore, that the festival of Sukkot corresponds to
Yaakov Avinu. On Sukkot we are internalize the lesson that life in this
world is comparable to life in the sukkah - it is very temporary. Our
permanent place, our permanent life, is in the World to Come. Therefore
our Sages (Zohar Vol. Ill, page 103a) referred to the mitzvah of sukkah

as the “shadow of faith.” The sekhakh on the sukkah represents our
internalizing of the realization that this is a temporary world and that
everything we receive in this world comes from God. Wherever he goes
and whatever he does, he knows that he is totally dependent on God's
protection.

For this reason, the festival of Sukkot is labeled the “season of our joy.” As
King David wrote (Tehillim 5:12), “All those who trust in You will rejoice;
they will be eternally glad.” This means that once we have learned to trust
completely in God and we are aware that He protects us constantly, we
will rejoice in every situation. King David continued, “Those who love Your
Name will be merry, for You shield them.”

more on




SHEMINI ATZERET

Rashi (Bemidbar 29:35) cited a Midrash explaining that through the seven days of Sukkot the kohanim offered seventy
bulls as sacrifices on the Altar on behalf of the seventy nations of the world. When Sukkot comes to its conclusion,
God tells the Jewish people, "Please make a small banquet for Me so that | can enjoy you.”

Harav Moshe Feinstein (sefer Darash Moshe, page 134) offered an explanation for the concept of offering sacrifices
on behalf of the nations and the idea of making a small banquet. At the same time he explained why Shemini Atzeret
follows Sukkot immediately unlike the fifty-day separation between Pesah and Shavuot.

God created the world in such a way that people must depend on one another. Different materials exist in different
places and they are all essential for each person, forcing each one to socialize and establish trade and diplomatic
ties with the other. No one person would be able to grow his own food, prepare it so that it is edible, build his own
dwelling, fashion his own garments and so forth.

Because of this, mankind needs to strive to maintain peace between individuals, between families and between
nations. We offer seventy bulls on Sukkot so that in this merit there will be peace among the seventy nations, thus
benefiting all of mankind, includes our own nation.

The need for world peace should be self-evident to every human being, and yet we see that there are those who seek
to make war among nations. They choose war for short-sighted goals, ignoring the fact that they are thus denying
themselves all the enormous benefits of peace.

Every storekeeper knows that if he wishes to make good business and profits, he must treat all his customers nicely
and courteously, even those customers who do not react in kind. War is expensive, destructive and brings irreversible
damage to all those who engage in it. Even so, there are people to whom life is cheap and expendable, for whom
momentary glory and wealth is worth more than enabling the world to thrive and grow in peace. When people allow
themselves to be controlled by infantile negative character traits, that can be the result.

Immediately after offering these seventy sacrifices on behalf of world peace, the Torah demands that we take a
moment to internalize the lesson that personal glory and wealth are worthless values, that the only true value is to
devote ourselves to the Blessed Holy One, fulfilling His Will. By making do with a small banquet with no extravagant
frills, we can devote ourselves to studying the Torah and fulfilling its mitzvot. That is the best way to propagate peace
in the world.

To ensure that this lesson is internalized properly, we must celebrate Shemini Atzeret immediately after Sukkot without
any interruption. True peace and world prosperity is possible only through Torah study, fulfilling the mitzvot and
perfection of our character traits in correlation with the Divine Will.

THE MITZVAH OF SUKKAH AND AVRAHAM AVINU

Although Rabbenu Yaakov wrote that the festival of Sukkot corresponds to Yaakov Avinu, the Midrash (Bemidbar
Rabba 14:2; Tanhuma parashat Vayera #4) teaches that God told Avraham Avinu, “In reward for offering the three
angels to relax under the shade of the tree, | am going to give your descendants a mitzvah of dwelling in sukkot.”
Maran the Rishon Letziyon (Derushim, page 74) explained that just as Avraham Avinu excelled in performing kindly
acts for others, God responded by acting with Divine kindness toward his descendants and granted them the Clouds
of Glory. This explains why the holy Zohar emphasizes the mitzvah of giving charity during this festival. See the preface
to Siman 639.

The Midrash Peli‘a states: How do we know that Avraham Avinu fulfilled the mitzvah of sukkah? Because the Torah
states (Bereshit 24:1) that “God blessed Avraham with everything.” According to tradition, Harav Hayim of Volozhin
once asked Harav Eliyahu of Vilna the meaning of this puzzling statement. He replied that the Torah commands us
three times regarding the mitzvah of sukkah: a) “You must dwell in sukkot for seven days;” b) “Every citizen among
Yisrael must dwell in sukkot;” and c) “So that your future generations will know that | housed the people of Yisrael
in sukkot ...." The initial letters of these three verses are bet, kaf and lamed, which spell the word bakol - “with
everything.”

On a deeper level, the sefer Ma'adane Shemuel (parashat Vezot Haberakha, page 454) explains that our Sages
taught (Bava Batra 16b) that God gave Avraham Avinu a taste of the World to Come even while he lived in this world,
and that is the meaning of the verse stating that God blessed him “with everything.” In the confines of this world,

it is impossible to receive a blessing of “everything;” this world is too finite. If Avraham was indeed blessed "with
everything,” it must mean that he was given a taste of the World to Come. This fits in with the concept of sitting within
God's Clouds of Glory - that is likewise an experience unlike anything possible in this physical world. This, then, might

be the meaning of Avraham Avinu's being the source for the mitzvah of sukkah.

Harav Yisrael Movshovitz, cited in sefer Kemotze Shalal Rav, taught that Harav Eliyahu of Vilna offered a unique
interpretation of the verse (Tehillim 76:3), “It will be, when his sukkah is complete and his residence will be in Tziyon.”
There are only two mitzvot that a person fulfills with every part of his body - the mitzvah of sukkah and the mitzvah

of living in the Land of Yisrael. For a Jew to be complete, he must fulfill these two mitzvot. This verse is telling us that
"he will be complete” when he fulfills the mitzvot of “sukkah and of residing in Tziyon.” According to this, when God
blessed Avraham “with everything,” meaning that he had become complete, it was because he had dedicated his
entire being to fulfilling God's Will. That concept is exemplified by the mitzvah of sukkah since one fulfills it with one’s
entire being. See more in sefer Shalme Toda Felman (Unit on Sukkot, page 101).

The sefer Kemotze Shalal Rav added to this, citing the sefer Agra Dekhala who taught that if one writes out the letters
of the word sukkah in full - 87 72 1 10 - the letters total the numerical value of 248. This alludes to the fact that a Jew
fulfills this mitzvah with all his 248 body parts. The name Avraham also has a numerical value of 248, further

connecting Avraham Avinu with the mitzvah of sukkah.

HALANCHICALLY

CORRECT

The Laws of Dwelling in the Sukkah

The Mitzvah of Sitting/Dwelling in the Sukkah

The Torah (Vayikra 23) states: “You shall dwell in the huts for
seven days; all the home-born in Israel must sit in the huts.
In order for your generations to know that | have made the
children of Israel dwell in huts when | took them out of the
land of Egypt.” Our Sages in the Gemara in Masechet Sukkah
(11b) teach us that these “huts” were actually the Clouds of
Glory that Hashem sent to surround the Jewish nation so that
the sun did not bear down on them (Hashem did not actually
sit them in actual huts as we do).

Thus, when one sits in the Sukkah, one should have in mind to
fulfill the Mitzvah that Hashem has commanded us to dwell
in the Sukkah in commemoration of the Clouds of Glory that
Hashem surrounded the Jewish nation with. The Midrash tells
us regarding the verse “The cloud of Hashem was upon the
throughout the day” that there actually seven clouds: Four
corresponding to the four directions of the world (i.e. north,
south, east, and west), one above them, one below them, and
one in front of them which would level out the mountains
and valleys before them, kill the snakes and scorpions on the
way, and clean and arrange the path before them. We have
therefore been commanded to dwell in the Sukkah for seven
days.

The Reason Why Sukkot is Celebrated in Tishrei

The Tur writes that the reason we were commanded to make
the Sukkah during the month of Tishrei and not during the
time of year when we actually left Egypt which was during
the holiday of Pesach is because the month of Nissan marks
the beginning of the summer months and it is common to
make shaded lounging areas during this time and it would not
be noticeable that the Sukkah was actually a commandment

from Hashem. Hashem therefore commanded us to make the
Sukkah during the month of Tishrei which marks the beginning
of the winter months which is the cold and rainy season when
people usually enter their homes at this time. We, on the
other hand, leave our homes and enter the Sukkah, for this
shows everyone that we are doing so in order to fulfill the
commandment of the King of all kings who has commanded
us to do so.

When Should the Sukkah be Built?

Dedicated individuals begin performing Mitzvot early, thus, it
is correct to begin working to erect the Sukkah immediately
on the day following Yom Kippur. It is likewise a Mitzvah
for one to perform this Mitzvah on his own as opposed to
through a messenger. However, if one cannot do it himself,
one should try to at least lay the Sechach (overhead covering
of the Sukkah) on top of the Sukkah himself. If one cannot
even do this, one can have someone else do everything on
one’s behalf, but one should tell him, “You are my messenger
to erect the Sukkah” The primary aspect of the building of
the Sukkah is placing the Sechach on top of the walls of the
Sukkah, for this is what validates the Sukkah. There are several
detailed laws regarding how the Sukkah should be made and
we shall, G-d-willing, discuss them in the following Halachot.

Behavior in the Sukkah

One should try as much as possible to refrain from speaking
idle chat in the Sukkah and to increase one’s speaking words of
Torah and singing songs of praise to Hashem, for the sanctity
of the Sukkah is very great. There is no limit to the greatness
and reward for one who speaks many words of Torah and fear
of Heaven in the Sukkah and behaves with great love and peace
with the members of one’s household while in this holy setting.

RAV YAAKOV SASSON HALACHAYOMIT.CO.IL
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Hachem tout de suite apres Kippour
et surtout quel est le lien entre ces
deux fétes ?

KOHELETE OU LA SAGESSE
TRANSCENDANTE

Pendant  Souccot, nous avons
I’habitude de lire Kohelete (litt. celui
qui regroupe toutes les sagesses),
Chlomo haMélekh. La

communauté achekenaze a méme le

écrit  par

minhag (’habitude) de lire ce livre
de Kohélete (I’Ecclésiaste) avec une
brakha le Chabbat de H’ol Hamoéd.
Il est intéressant de citer les paroles
du Sforno a propos de ce livre du
Tanakh: « ’ame de Chlomo Hamélekh
a atteint des ni- veaux de connaissance
qui dépassent de loin tout ce que les
hommes ont pu savoir, connaitre ou
meéme imaginer. Voici que le verset
dans Melakhim (5.11) écrit : “Chlomo
parlait méme aux arbres, aux animaux
et aux rampants.” Dans ce livre, le roi
Chlomo nous décrit sa perception de
ce monde-ci a long terme, ainsi que sa
perception de Pintériorité de chaque
¢lément et de chaque situation de ce
bas mon- de. »

Voici quelques extraits de cette
Méguila que beaucoup ont lu ce
Chabbat H’ol Hamoéd : « Vanité des
vanités a dit Kohélete (litt : celui qui
regroupe toutes les sagesses) ; Vanité
des vanités tout est vanité. [Rachi
explique qu’en comptant le singulier
et le pluriel, le mot vanité apparait
sept fois afin de faire allusion aux
sept jours de la création qui sont
tous vains. En effet, les créations
matérielles d’Hachem ne sont
strictement que des moyens et ne
contiennent en eux-mémes aucune
fin. Seul ’homme apporte du sens a la
matiére qui n’est que vanité !]. Qu’est-
ce que 'homme va bien gagner de
toute sa fatigue (matérielle), qu’il se
fatigue sous le soleil. [Sous le soleil fait
allusion aux affaires de ce monde-ci.
Rachi précise que c’est par opposition
a la Torah pour laquelle la fatigue est
une source de bénédictions et procure
une véritable lumiere beaucoup plus

importante que celle du soleil]. Une

génération vient puis elle passe et
scule la terre se main- tient [Rachi
précise que la terre représente les
tsaddikim qui se font humbles comme
la poussicre de la terre et qui ne sont
pas orgueilleux comme ceux qui
recherchent les affaires de ce monde-
ci]. Le soleil se léve, puis il se couche
et il revient a son point de départ. [En
d’autres termes, tous les hommes sont
attirés vers des ambitions similaires
et font des efforts qui vont dans le
méme sens mais qui n’aboutissent
pas a grand-chose et c’est le méme
sort qui les attend a tous]... Ce qui
a ¢té : C’est ce qui sera, ce qui a été
fait c’est ce qui sera fait car il n’y
a rien de nouveau sous le soleil.
[Toutes les actions des hommes et
leurs fruits sont fades et identiques.
Nos sages disent : je déduis de 1a par
contre qu’au-dessus du soleil, il y a du
nouveau c’est -a-dire dans le domaine
de la rouh’nioute (spiritualité) et de
la Torah, il y a toujours du h’idouch
(de la nouveauté) et de I’élévation
ainsi que de nouveaux potentiels qui
naissent et qui se réalisent| Il n’y a plus
de souvenirs pour les anciens et méme
les nouveaux, bientot seront oubliés.
Je suis Kohélete, celui qui regroupe
toutes les sagesses (quHachem
m’a données). Jai été roi d’Israél a
Yerouchalaim , j’ai vu tout ce qui a été
fait , tout ce qui existe sous le soleil
mais tout est vanité et gaspillage de
volontés ; des vies tordues qui ne
pourront plus étre redressées, des
manques qui ont été créés et ne seront
plus jamais comblés [...] Je me suis dit
dans mon cceur : allons, investissons
dans la sagesse, dans la raison, dans
lintelligence mais méme el- les:
sont finalement wvaines. [Comme
Pexplique les Mefarchim, a cause de sa
grande sagesse, Cholomo Hamélekh
a fait plusieurs raison- nements qui
lont amené a fauter contre Hachem)].
Je me suis dit allons et investissons
dans la simh’a (joie) et dans ce qui est
bon mais cela nous emmene vers
la 1égereté, vers la plaisanterie et tout
cela est vide... J’ai acquis des jardins,
des potagers, des arbres fruitiers de

toutes sortes, des rivieres entieres, des

serviteurs, des servantes, des maisons,
des palais et des troupeaux devant

moi a Yerouchalaim.

J’ai accumulé de l'or et de P'argent et
tout ce que les rois peuvent désirer,
ainsi que tous les plaisirs... J’ai
regardé tout ce que j’ai fait et toute
ma fatigue et tout n’est que vanité et
gaspillage de volontés, et il n’y a rien

de nouveau sous le soleil [...]

[chap.3:] Sur terre, il y a un temps pour
chaque chose (qu’Hachem choisit).
Un temps pour naitre, un temps
pour mourir. Un temps pour gagner

¢

du compte et de chaque chose, tout
est clair, il suffit de craindre Hachem
et de garder Ses mitsvot car c’est
la tout 'homme et chaque action
qui a été faite, Elokim (la mesure de
rigueur) la passera en jugement, ainsi
que tout ce qui est caché (méme nos
fautes involontaires), que ce soit pour
le bien ou pour le pire. »

LA SOUCCA ET SA MORALE

Ceux qui ont ¢étudié la premiere
page du Traité Soucca comprennent
maintenant lisons

pourquoi nous

spécialement le livte de Kohélete

LES NATIONS VONT ALORS
DEMANDER A HACHEM :

Maitre du monde
donne-nous une mitsva
et nous la ferons cette

fois-ci1 !

et conquérir, un temps pour perdre
et étre déraciné...Un temps pour
détruire, un temps pour construire,
un temps pour pleurer, un temps pour
rire , un temps de deuil, un temps de
danse...Un temps ou l'on demande,
accumule...Un

un temps ou lon

temps ou l'on déchi- re, un temps
ou l’on recoud. Un temps pour aimer,
un temps pour détester. Un temps
de guerre, un temps de paix. S’il en
est ainsi a quoi sert donc toute cette
fatigue que les hommes se donnent
(vu qu’ils ne pourront pas changer le
temps qui a été choisi pour chaque
chose). [...] [A la fin de Kohélete,
Chlomo Hamélekh écrit :] Au bout

pendant la féte de Souccot, chaque
année. En effet, car comme I’a dit
Rava (2a) Hachem a dit
sept jours dans les souccot, afin que

« -réside

tu quittes ta résidence fixe pour aller
vivre dans une maison provisoire »
En d’autres termes, pendant la féte
de Souccot, Hakadoch Baroukh Hou
nous demande de nous détacher de
notre situation matérielle pour aller
vivre dans un endroit plus éphémere
et plus précaire dans lequel nous
pourrons acquérir un meilleur sens

des valeurs.

UN HEUREUX MELANGE
D’ECORCES ET DE FRUITS

Nous pouvons également remarquer
que dans la Torah, il nous est demandé
de construire la Soucca « béospékha,
ha »
(Devarim 16.12), comme Dexplique

migornékha  oumiyikvék-

la guémara (12a) “avec des résidus

b

de blé et de vigne 7, c’est a dire avec

des écorces des feuil- les, mais
surtout pas avec des fruits. En nous
ordonnant de construire notre soucca
avec des écorces, la Torah vient nous
montrer quelle devrait étre notre
maniere de voir les choses quant a
Pimportance qu’il faut accorder a
chaque ¢élément matériel de notre vie.
En d’autres termes : pour ta maison,
ne dépense pas plus que des écorces !
Inversement, la Torah nous demande
pendant la féte de Souccot (qui est
H’ag
Haassif) de réunir quatre especes,

également la féte de la récolte :

toutes belles, entieres et intactes afin
de les tenir devant Hachem. Pour
cette mitsva, il faudra : « péri ets
hadar » un fruit que la Torah appelle
“une splendeur”. Tous les Juifs ont
I’habitude, depuis I’épo-  que de la
Guemara a nos jours, de payer tres
cher afin d’accomplir la plus belle
mitsva. La Guemara (Soucca 41b)
raconte que Rabane Gamliel était
prét a payer mille zouz (somme cing
fois supérieure a la Ketouba) pour
acquérir un etrog lors d’une année ou
il se faisait rare. R4. Le lien entre les
4 especes et la Soucca est donc établi :
Pour notre maison de soukot la Torah
nous enjoint de prendre seulement
des écorces de fruits, afin de nous
enseigner la vraie valeur des choses
de ce monde-ci, mais pour la mitsva
elle nous demande d’acquérir  non
pas des écorces mais un fruit et qui
‘péri
ets hadar’ et ce a n’importe quel prix.

plus est devra étre splendide :
Il faut savoir, de plus, qu’un tout
petit défaut dans ces quatre espeéces
pourrait méme les rendre inaptes.
Ceci va dans le sens du message de
Chlomo Hamélekh : n’investis pas ton
temps, ton argent, tes ambitions dans
des choses vaines et vides. Les seules
choses dont bénéficie ’homme dans
ce mon- de-ci, et a plus forte raison

a long terme, et dans le monde futur,

ce sont ses efforts dans I’étude de la

Torah qui est, elle, au-dessus du so-
leil, ainsi que tous les efforts qu’il fera
afin d’acquérir la crainte d’Hachem,
que Chlomo Hamélekh appelle lui-
méme le plus grand des trésors.

LA SOUCCA UNE CABANE
BEAUCOUP PLUS SOLIDE ET
DURABLEQU’ELLEENAI’AIR!!

Dans le Birkat Hamazone
(bénédictions  apres  le  repas)
nous avons I’habitude d’ajouter

pendant la féte de Souccot plusieurs
Harah’amane (prieres) et 'une d’elles
est : “Harah’amane hou yézakénou
lechev bésoukat oro chel léviathane-
Qu’Hachem nous permette de résider,
(a la fin des temps), dans la soucca
qui est construite avec la peau du
léviathane” (un immense poisson qui
servira au repas des tsaddikim et qui
permettra de construire les parois
d’une soucca protectrice pour eux).
Nous voyons que des souccot seront
nous

utilisées par Hachem pour

abriter dans les temps futurs.

De méme, dans la Guemara Soucca
(2a,2b) il est cité le passouk de Yechaya
(4.6) qui dit :

de 'ombre le jour de la cani- cule ».

« la soucca apportera

La Guemara précise que ce verset,
d’apres tous les avis, fait référence
aux yemot haMachia’h (les temps
futurs) pendant lesquels, expli- que
Rachi, nous serons protégés par des
souccot et c’est grace a elles d’ailleurs
que nous nous délecterons du monde
futur. Nos sages disent qu’Hachem va
faire sortir a la fin des temps un soleil
ardent et qu’il viendra braler et punir
tous ceux qui ont fauté. Les rayons de
ce soleil pourront, inversement, guérir
et réchauffer ceux qui ont accompli
les mitsvot. Cependant, comme il n’y
a aucun tsaddik qui n’ait pas quelques
petites avérot a son compte, nous
aurons tous besoin d’étre protégés
dans des souccot de ce soleil d’enfer
(au sens propre comme au sens figu-
ré). Encore une fois, une preuve
que c’est grace a la soucca que nous
vivrons correctement les événements
de la fin des temps.



Nous savons, enfin, que le Zohar

affirme que la présence d’Hachem
réside au-dessus de chaque Soucca
et nous y résidons méme bétséla
dimé- nouta (a 'ombre de la présence
d’Hachem). Ainsi, dans les temps
futurs pendant lesquels [I’ultime
bonheur et plaisit sera d’étre proche
d’Ha- chem, la soucca aura comme
double réle de nous protéger des
souffrances infligées a cause de
nos fautes mais en méme temps,
elle nous per- mettra d’étre proches
d’Hachem et de nous délecter de sa
Chekhina, chose qui dépasse tous
les plaisirs et les bonheurs réunis de
ce monde-ci. R1&R4. Nous avons
déja un apercu de la raison pour
laquelle la seule mitsva qu’Hachem a
proposé aux nations du monde dans
les temps fu- turs est la mitsva de
Soucca. En effet, bien que dans le
monde futur il n’y a plus de Mitsvot
mais seulement des récompenses,
perdurera tout de méme la présence
de la Soucca dans la mesure ou c’est
grace a elle qu’Hachem dispensera
des récompenses a ceux qui 'auront
mérité et les protégera du Guéhinam.
Ainsi, comme I’a dit Hachem : il n’y
a plus de possibilité d’accomplir des
mitsvot en dehors de olam hazé (le
monde matérielle); il ne reste plus que
la soucca dans la mesure ou elle ne
sera pas une véritable mitsva mais un

outil de récompense et de protection.

Pour la petite histoire : Le Rav Lévi
Itsh’aq de Berditechev avait ’habitude
de recevoir de nombreux invités dans
sa soucca. Cependant, par- mi ses
invités on pouvait trouver des gens
tres simples voire des paysans et des
originaux. On lui faisait souvent cette
remarque : comment un maitre d’une
telle envergure peut-il s’entourer de
telles personnes. Il répondait : voyez-
vous nos sages nous apprennent qu’a
la fin des temps, lorsque Machia’h
viendra Hachem invitera les tsaddikim
de chaque génération a s’installer
sous la soucca du léviathane. 11 y
aura surement, les trois avot, Moché,
Aharon, Yossef, le Roi David ,le roi
Chlomo, les autres Chevatim, les
néviim (prophetes) les Tanayim, les

Amoraim, les richonim ...Ce jour-la
j’essaierai de m’asseoir parmi eux mais
je serai surement rejeté. On me dira:
que fait un simple homme comme
toi au milieu des princes de la Torah
et des géants de la Emouna et de la
crainte du ciel ? Je pourrai répondre
pour ma défense : moi aussi durant
toute mon existence j’ai accepté sous
ma soucca sans distinction des érudits
mais aussi des am aarets (ignorants) et
tous ceux qui voulaient féter Souccot
avec moi. Mesure pour mesure, j’aurai

donc une place parmi eux...

Pour reprendre les mots de David
Hamélekh dans le Tehillim que nous
lisons quotidiennement pendant cette
période : « ki itspénéni bésoucco
béyom raa, yastirini béseter aolo...-
- Hachem me protégera dans Sa
soucca le jour du Mal » (il s’agit du
jour du jugement final, le mot Mal
représentant le Guéhinam, disent nos
Sages). Il reste a comprendre quand
méme pourquoi c’est spécialement
cette mitsva de la Soucca qui a été
choisie comme outil de récompense
dans le monde futur et pourquoi, elle
n’a pas servi aux nations du monde
qui 'ont construite mais n’ont pas été

abritées du soleil grace a elle.

DO YOU SPEAK ENGLISH ?

On peut rapporter a ce sujet le
machal (parabole) suivant : Un jour,
un homme avait décidé de s’exiler
a D’étranger dans un pays lointain
ou il réaliserait de grands projets.
A son époque, il fallait au moins un
an pour rejoindre de tels pays aussi
¢loignés. Il se renseigna et apprit
qu'un bateau partait prochainement,
mais qu’il ferait une escale de six
mois en Amérique avant d’atteindre
la destination souhaitée. Motivé
et empressé, I’homme décida de
réserver une place sur ce paquebot.
Le probleme est qu’il avait peur de
gaspiller toutes ses économies et de
ne pas réussir a survivre pendant
ces six mois en Amérique. En effet,
ce n’était pas la destination qu’il
voulait réellement atteindre et il
n’avait pas de projet véritable au

cours de cette escale. Il décida donc
de s’investir temporairement dans la
langue américaine et se mit donc a ap-
prendre I'anglais afin de ne pas étre
endommagé pendant son séjour de 6
mois. Il étudia donc avec beaucoup
d’assiduité cette langue et es- saya
méme d’apprendre un métier qu’il
pourrait exercer pendant cette période
qu’il devait passer en Amérique.
Pendant toute la durée de son séjour
sur le bateau et méme une fois arrivé
en Amérique il se perfectionna dans la
langue anglaise et dans le métier qu’il
exerca la-bas. Au bout de six mois, le
bateau repartit et ’homme heureux
arriva enfin a sa destination finale.
Le probléeme est que cet homme, une
fois arrivé dans ce pays tant désiré,
réalisa qu’il avait commis une grande
erreur. A force d’avoir consacré les
six mois d’escale aux Etats Unis a ap-
prendre la langue anglaise et le métier
qu’il y exerga, il avait mis de coté son
projet initial et ne prit pas le temps
de se familiariser et d’ap- prendre
la langue du pays de sa destination
finale. Il s’était habitué a sa vie en
Amérique bien qu’éphémere et se
trouva completement dé- paysé une
fois arrivé dans ce pays ¢éloigné qui
était en fait son but ultime.

Cette  histoire  représente  bien
’homme qui a été créé pour vivre a
coté d’Hachem dans le olam abba et
se délecter de la sagesse d’Hachem
et de la splendeur de la Chekhina.
Cependant, le seul moyen pour
atteindre cet endroit qui est I'ultime
but de sa création, est de séjourner
de fa- ¢on trés temporaire (par
rapport a I’éternité du monde futur)
dans un monde matériel dans lequel
la langue n’est pas la méme et les
métiers différents. En vérité, ce
monde-ci n’a strictement rien a voir
avec le monde futur et lui est méme
diamétralement opposé. A DPinstar
de notre machal, ’homme peu avisé
va se préoccuper du pays ou il doit
résider provisoirement en oubliant
completement de se préparer a son
endroit d’habita- tion finale ou il doit
rester pour une plus longue durée ( :

Iéternité Il). Tous les efforts fournis
en attendant n’auront servi a rien car
ils n’étaient pas dirigés vers son but
ultime mais seulement vers un moyen
et de plus provisoire. C’était certes une
escale inévitable pour cet homme mais
il aurait da garder a Pesprit qu’il ne
s’agissait justement que d’une escale.
L’homme doit se rendre compte qu’a
chaque fois qu’il entreprend un projet
matériel et qu’il fait des efforts pour
agrandir ses possessions, il est en
train de créer un lien avec ce monde-
ci qui sera surement une embuche
et tout au moins un déphasage pour

lui, une fois arrivé dans le monde

)
futur. Comme le disent nos sages : «
dans le monde futur, il n’y a pas de
nourriture, de boisson, il n’y a pas
d’argent, ni de... mais plutot tous les
tsaddikim sont autour d’Hachem et
se délectent de Sa présence divine. »
Celui qui, dans ce monde-ci, ne s’est
pas déja habitué a la langue du monde
futur (si 'on peut s’exprimer ainsi)
vivta un véritable guéhinam lors de
son arrivée la-bas (sans vouloir faire
de mauvais jeux de mots). C’est ce que
nos sages nous ecnseignent ailleurs:
entre le Gan Eden et le Guéhinam,
il n’y a que I’épaisseur d’un cheveu :
ce qui signifie que les deux sont tres
proches, presque confondus mais
que tout dépend de la préparation
qu’une personne a entreprise pour
vivre dans cette ultime destination.
Certains s’y retrouveront comme un
poisson dans I’eau et d’autres y seront
éternellement en souffrance (h’as
véchalom). Com- me nous l’avons
cité, ce message est exactement celui
qui ressort du Kohéléte qui nous
explique que tout investissement dans
la matiere ne sert finale- ment a rien
pour T’homme. Chlomo hamélekh
ajoute méme que déja dans ce monde-
ci la chose est vide et n’est que
vanité; chaque génération, chaque
peuple se trompent dans ce domaine.
Ils investissent, ils construisent et
s’attachent a la matiere pour finir par
é¢tre oubliés et sans laisser aucune
trace de leur existence (si ce n’est
dans les livres d’Histoire-Géo). Seul
le Klal Israél qui s’attache a la Torah

et a la crainte du Ciel a réussi a se
maintenir a tra- vers le temps. C’est ce
détachement des vanités et son attache
au monde futur qui lui procurent cette
dimension de nétsa’h (éternité).

A SOUCCOT, IL VAUT MIEUX
ETRE JUIF

On comprend mieux que c’est la
Soucca qui a été choisie comme outil
de récompense dans le monde futur
car c’est exactement le message de
Souc- cot. Pour reprendre les termes
de Rava : sors de ta demeure fixe et va
habiter une demeure provisoire. Ou
encore, pour reprendre les termes de
la Torah : « ramasse des écorces de blé
et de vigne » et construis ta soucca.
Ainsi, c’est comme si la soucca nous
prévenait -prépare-toi au monde
futur ; laisse un peu de coOté toutes tes
affaires matérielles ! Par contre, en ce
qui concerne la mitsva des arba minim
(des quatre sortes), la Torah nous
enjoint de prendre “péri ets hadar”
(le fruit le plus splendide qui soit)
et que les espéces soient tous intacts
et parfaits. C’est dans la mesure ou
un homme s’attache a ce message
de souccot qu’il pourra mériter de
pénétrer dans le monde futur avec
largesse. C’est donc cette Soucca qui
nous aura permis de comprendre
et d’assimiler cet enseignement si
fondamental, qui sera elle-méme celle
qui nous protégera du Guéhinam et
nous octroiera le oneg (délice) du
monde futur. Les non Juifs ont insisté
et ont pri¢ Hachem de les sauver des
souffrances du monde futur et ont
demandé une mitsva qui les protege.
Devant leur insis- tance, Hachem a
dit : il n’y a plus de mitsvot possibles
mais faites donc une soucca. Clest
tout ce qu’il reste a faire ici pour étre
protégé a conclu Ha- chem. Les goyim
ont alors construit une soucca mais
qui n’a rien a voir avec celle que les
Juifs auront au monde futur. En effet,
la soucca des Bné Israél est porteuse
de toute I’essence du monde futur et
du message selon lequel ’lhomme doit
savoir se détacher de la matiere. C’est
dans cette mesure que la Soucca des

Juifs les protégera a la fin des temps.

Par contre, la soucca des autres
nations est complétement matérielle
et n’a aucun effet contre le soleil
bralant du Guehinam . D’ailleurs, il
est écrit dans la guémara que les goyim
construiront cette soucca « au-dessus
de leur toit » (Avoda zara 3a). Comme
le disent certains baalé moussar afin
de bénéficier du bon air, et afin de
montrer a tout le monde qu’ils font
la mitsva et qu’ils ont du mérite .En
d’autres termes, leur Soucca sera
porteuse de matérialité, d’orgueil et
non de spiritualité.

R3. Clest pour cette raison
qu’Hakadoch Baroukh Hou Lui-
méme rira de cet épisode car méme
si les goyim construiront une soucca,
elle sera tout le contraire de ce qu’il
leur sera demandé et ils n’auront
aucune chance de mériter, grace a

cette construction, quoi que ce soit

TOUS
LES EFFORTS
FOURNIS
EN
ATTENDANT
n’auront
servi a rien
car ils
n’étaient pas
dirigés
vers
son but
ultime
mais
seulement
vers
un moyen
et
de plus
provisoire



du monde futur. En réalité, les goyim
n’ont aucun lien avec ce monde-la
mais seulement avec le monde de la
matiere dans lequel ils ont investi, ont
construit et auquel ils se sont attachés

profondément.

R2. On peut expliquer aussi que
c’est pour cette raison que les goyim
frapperont sur la soucca lorsqu’ils
sortiront car c’était la leur seule
chance d’étre sauvés du Guéhinam
mais cela n’a pas fonctionné et le soleil
continuera de les braler. Devant cette
grande déception, ils ne pourront que
frapper du pied la mitsva d’Hachem
ce qui prouvera bien qu’ils n’ont
aucun lien avec les mitsvot ainsi que

le précise la Guemara clle-méme.

SOUCCOT : LA FETE
D’ADAPTATION DES JOURS
REDOUTABLES

R5. Rav Dessler demande pourquoi
dans cette soucca qui est tellement
spirituelle et porteuse de présence
divine et qui nous prépare méme pour
le mon- de futur, nous avons seulment
la mitsva de manger, de boire et de
dormir (actes qui sont totalement
matériels). Hachem aurait plutot
di nous demander d’y faire toutes
nos tefillot (prieres) et d’y étudier
la Torah. Hachem aurait méme pu
nous demander de construire nos
baté midrachot (maisons d’études) en
cabanes, mais la Torah préconise au
contraire de construire des cabanes
pour remplacer nos maisons. A
priori ces actes sont completement
contradic- toires avec le message de la
soucca. Rav Dessler répond que c’est
justement la le rapport entre Kippour
et Souccot. A Kippour, nous avons
vécu a travers nos cing sens un niveau
dans lequel la matiere n’avait plus de
place. Nous avons été tellement élevés
et purifiés par Hachem que nous
avons pu dire tout haut : Baroukh
Chem Kevod Malkhouto...ce qui est
Pattribut des anges de service. Le
probleme, précise Rav Dessler, est
que nous ne pouvons nous maintenir
a ce niveau toute I’année. La techouva

que nous avons opérée a Kippour ne

pourra pas rester exactement la méme
dans la mesure ou pendant le reste de
I’année nous coOtoyons la maticre et
que nous sommes exposés au yetser
ara (mauvais penchant) qui est absent
le jour de Kippour, comme I'indique la
Guemara Yoma. C’est la qu’intervient
la féte de Souccot. Hachem, grace
a ce h’ag, nous permet de retrouver
un rythme de vie normal, hu- main,
qui sollicite la matiere, certes, mais
cela totalement protégés par la
kedoucha (sainteté) de notre soucca.
Tous nos acquis et notre élévation
de Eloul, Roch Hachana et Kippour
vont maintenant étre confrontés a
un rythme de vie tout a fait matériel
(boire, manger, dormir) mais a la
lumiere du message de la soucca. Dans
cette maison provisoire, recouverte
d’un toit fait d’écorces , nous aurons
le soin de réaliser que la présence de
la mati¢re ne doit pas troubler notre
techouva de kipoour, ni nous faire
oublier nos valeurs et tout ce que
nous avons pu ressentir pendant les
yamim noraim (jours redoutables) .
La grandeur de ’homme, par rapport
a toutes les autres créatures et méme
par rapport aux anges, est de savoir
s’attacher en profondeur a la Torah
et aux valeurs spirituelles et ce méme
du plus profond de la matiere. C’est
donc dans une ambiance de repas et
de simh’a que nous devrons adapter
notre techouva de kippour a la vie
de tous les jours. Ceci pourra étre
fait grace au message profond qui se
dégage de la féte de Souccot pendant
laquelle nous partons de chez nous
et nous ne donnons de I'importance
qu’aux mitsvot, comme les arba
minim, et au cours de laquelle nous

lisons méme Kohélete.

Nous pouvons aussi rappeler les
paroles du Ari (zal) qui disait que la
fete de Pourim est encore plus élevée
que le jour de Kippour. Cest pour
cette rai- son que Yom Hakippourim
signifie : le jour qui est comme Pourim,
c’est a dire qu’il lui est inférieur. En
effet, lorsque ’homme reste attaché a
Hachem et a la Torah, méme entouré
de matiere, il peut atteindre le plus

haut niveau que lon puisse espérer,

mieux que les malakhim.

Les malakhim (anges) se rient de notre
attache a la matérialité et de notre
perception des choses qui est souvent
légere. Ils ont toujours en bouche
que toute la matiere est vanité des
vanités mais Hachem les fait taire car
ce n’est pas d’eux qu’ll veut entendre
ce message authentique mais plutot
de Ses enfants qui eux ont un yetser
ara, qui sont dépendants de la matiere
et qui auront un tres grand mérite
d’arriver aux mémes conclusions que
celles des anges. Surtout lorsque ces
conclusions émanent du roi d’Israél
qui possede tout mais qui est prét a
tout abandonner juste par conscience
que la seule chose qui ait vraiment de
la valeur c’est la volonté d’Hachem et
la Crainte du Ciel...

Pour petite histoire : Le Rav Avraham,
frere du Gaon de Vilna, alla habiter
une autre ville que celle du Gaon.
Quand le Gaon lui écrivit pour lui
demander de revenir a Vilna , il lui
répondit que sa femme s’y opposait!
Ce n’est que plus tard qu’il apprit
le motif de ce refus. Une année, il
fut pratiquement impossible de se
procurer un Etrog (cédrat) dans la
ville ou ils habitaient. La neige avait
rendu les routes impraticables et il y
avait dans toute la ville un seul étrog
pour lequel le vendeur demandait un
prix exorbitant. I’épouse du Rav lui
dit : nous habitons dans une maison
qui fait partie de ma nidounia (dot);
vendons-la pour acheter I’étrog !
IIs emprunterent de l'argent pour
acheter I'étrog et a la fin de la féte
ils vendirent leur maison pour payer
leur dette. Ils allerent habiter dans
une tres modeste baraque. Lorsque le
Gaon de Vilna demanda a son frere
de revenir a Vilna, son épouse lui
dit: « Je ne veux pas partir d’ici parce
que je me réjouis a chaque fois que
je passe devant notre ancienne belle
maison que nous avons vendue pour
un magnifique etrog pour la féte ! Je
ne veux pas me priver de cette joie
procurée par cette mitsva en accep-

tant de retourner a Vilna ! »

HALACHIC\LLY
CORREC T

The Blessing of “Leeshev Ba’Sukkah”

Regarding the “Leeshev Ba’Sukkah” blessing, what is more halachically preferable: To recite the blessing

while standing before sitting down to begin one’s meal in the Sukkah or should one recite this blessing when
he is already seated after having recited the Hamotzi blessing on the bread?

During the night and day of the first day of Sukkot
A (the first two days outside of Israel) and on the

Shabbat which coincides with Sukkot when the
“Leeshev Ba'Sukkah” blessing is recited in the Kiddush, one
should recite the “Leeshev Ba'Sukkah” blessing at the end of
the Kiddush after which one should sit down and drink some
of the wine. (On the first night of Sukkot, the “Shehecheyanu”
blessing is recited after the “Leeshev Ba'Sukkah” blessing, i.e.
after reciting the “Leeshev Ba'Sukkah” blessing, one should
be seated, recite the “Shehecheyanu” blessing, and drink
some of the wine.) Our question applies to the other days
of Sukkot when Kiddush is not recited as some people have
the custom to recite this blessing after the Hamotzi blessing
when they are already seated while others customarily
recite the blessing when they enter the Sukkah (after having
washed their hands for eating a bread meal) while they are
still standing and after reciting the “Leeshev Ba'Sukkah”
blessing they sit down, recite the Hamotzi blessing and begin
eating.

Indeed, the Maharam of Rottenberg followed the latter
custom of reciting the “Leeshev Ba'Sukkah” blessing while
standing before sitting down to recite the Hamotzi blessing
as this seems to be the implication of the Baraita (Sukkah 46a)
which states, “When one enters the Sukkah to sit in it, one
recite the ‘Leeshev Ba'Sukkah’ blessing.” This implies that one
should recite the blessing while he is still standing and only
then be seated and recite the Hamotzi blessing. Additionally,
when one recites the blessing in this way before sitting
down, he is indeed reciting the blessing before performing
the Mitzvah, for the primary part of the Mitzvah is sitting in
the Sukkah. It seems that it is therefore preferable to recite
the blessing while one is still standing and not after he sits
down. This is likewise the opinion of the Rambam who rules
that one should recite this blessing before sitting down and
before reciting the Hamotzi blessing. He writes that this was
indeed the custom of the Sephardic (Spanish) sages.

Nevertheless, others write that it is preferable to recite
this blessing only after one has been seated in the Sukkah,

for actually sitting in the Sukkah is not the essence of the
Mitzvah; rather, the Mitzvah is when one remains in the
Sukkah to eat. They therefore write that it is better to recite
this blessing after the Hamotzi blessing.

Maran Ha'Shulchan Aruch quotes the opinion of the Rambam
who writes that one should recite the blessing before sitting
down in the Sukkah. Nevertheless, Maran continues that
the prevalent custom is to recite the blessing after one has
already been seated and after one has already recited the
Hamotzi blessing.

Maran Rabbeinu Ovadia Yosef zt”l quotes the words of
Maran HaShulchan Aruch and writes that it is nevertheless
preferable to follow the opinion of the Rambam and recite
the “Leeshev Ba’Sukkah” blessing while one is still standing
and only then to sit down and recite the Hamotzi blessing.
Hagaon Yaabetz in his Sefer Mor Uktziah and Hagaon Harav
Chaim Palagi in his Sefer Mo'ed Le’Kol Hai rule likewise.

Thus, halachically speaking, it is preferable to recite the
“Leeshev Ba'Sukkah” blessing before sitting down to eat
in the Sukkah and afterwards, one should be seated and
recite Hamotzi. Those who customarily recite the “Leeshev
Ba'Sukkah” blessing after reciting the Hamotzi blessing while
already seated have on whom to rely.

When Kiddush is recited (either on Yom Tov or Shabbat), one
should recite the Kiddush while standing and then recite
the “Leeshev Ba'Sukkah” blessing and be seated. On the first
night of the Sukkot holiday when “Shehecheyanu” is recited
as well, one should recite the “Leeshev Ba'Sukkah” blessing
while standing and then recite the “Shehecheyanu” blessing
while seated.

On the second night of Sukkot outside of Israel, one should

recite “Shehecheyanu” at the end of the Kiddush and only
afterwards recite the “Leeshev Ba'Sukkah” blessing.

RAV YAAKOV SASSON HALACHAYOMIT.CO.IL
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HALANCHICALLY

CORREC T

The Laws of Eating a Kezayit of Bread in the Sukkah on the
First Night of Sukkot and One who is Uncomfortable in the

Sukkah

The Mitzvah of Eating a Kezayit of Bread in the Sukkah

There is a positive Torah commandment to eat a Kezayit (olive’s
volume, approximately 27 grams) of bread in the Sukkah on
the first night of the Sukkot holiday (our Sages derive this from
expounding several verses in Masechet Sukkah 27a). One must
eat the Kezayit of bread in the Sukkah without interruption
within a timespan of four or five minutes. Nevertheless, if one
has only eaten the bread within a timespan of seven-and-a-
half minutes, he has fulfilled his obligation.

This law also applies to the law of the Kezayit of Matzah eaten
on the first night of Pesach which is also a positive Torah
commandment, for any “eating” that is less than the amount
of a Kezayit is not considered eating with regards to Mitzvah
fulfillment. Similarly, various “eatings” cannot be joined unless
they are both done within a timespan of four or five minutes
(preferably). However, if one eats one crumb now and another
crumb in an hour and the like, it cannot be considered that
one has eaten a Kezayit; rather, it is considered that one has
not eaten at all.

It is preferable for one to fulfill all opinions by eating a
Kebeitza (egg’s volume equal to approximately 60 grams) of
bread in the Sukkah within eight minutes (Chazon Ovadia-
Sukkot, page 114).

The Law Regarding One Who is Uncomfortable

The Torah states, “You shall sit in the Sukkah for seven
days.” Our Sages expounded that “sitting” is tantamount to
“dwelling,” i.e. that the Torah only obligates one to eat in the
Sukkah in a way that is similar to how he would in his house
during the rest of the year. Thus, if it begins to rain into the
Sukkah, if the light turns off and one is now sitting in the
dark, if there are flies or mosquitoes in the Sukkah which are
disturbing the person, if the wind is blowing into the Sukkah,
or if there is an unpleasant odor in the Sukkah and the like,

one is exempt from eating in the Sukkah, for anyone who
is uncomfortable in the Sukkah is exempt from sitting in it.
According to the Rambam and many other Rishonim, this
rule applies even on the first night of the Sukkot holiday;
although there is a positive Torah commandment to eat a
Kezayit of bread in the Sukkah, one who is uncomfortable
is nevertheless exempt from sitting in the Sukkah. Although
regarding other Mitzvot of the Torah one is obligated to
perform them even if he is uncomfortable as a result of the
Mitzvah, this rule does not apply to the Mitzvah of Sukkah,
for there is an innate part of this Mitzvah is that one’s sitting
in the Sukkah must be similar to the way one lives in his home
the rest of the year; thus, if one is uncomfortable by sitting in
the Sukkah, one is exempt from this Mitzvah. Nevertheless,
according to the Rosh and others, on the first night of Sukkot,
one is obligated to sit in the Sukkah even if doing so causes
him discomfort. Maran HaShulchan Aruch rules leniently on
this issue in accordance with the Rambam’s view that in any
case of discomfort, one is exempt from sitting in the Sukkah
even on the first night of Sukkot. Even if one wishes to act
stringently and sit in the Sukkah even when it is raining, one
may not recite the “Leeshev Ba'Sukkah” blessing, for according
to Maran, this is a blessing in vain since one is exempt from
sitting in the Sukkah at this time.

Wearing Warm Clothing

Hagaon Chafetz Chaim writes in his Mishnah Berura that if
is cold and blustery during Sukkot, one should wear warm
clothing and eat in the Sukkah. Maran Harav Ovadia Yosef
zt”| adds that one must make sure to wear adequately warm
clothing in the Sukkah, for if one suffers from the cold he
will be exempt from sitting in the Sukkah and his “Leeshev
Ba'Sukkah” blessing will have been in vain.

RAV YAAKOV SASSON HALACHAYOMIT.CO.IL
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that we “need” to have. Enough
with basing our goals on what our
neighbors, friends or foes have. If
you don’t waste your energy looking
at the other side of the fence, you'll
never care whetherits greener grass
or not. As our Sage Ben Zoma said
“....Who is the rich one? One who
is happy with his lot...” (Pirkei Avot
4:1). Most of human misery stems
losing control of our desires due to
jealousy. If you want to be jealous
of something, at least be jealous
of those who work hard to become
lovers of HaShem. After all, what
purpose does the money have, if it
the hater receiving it doesn’t have

the blessing from Heaven (Eikev)?

VESSEL OF TRUTH

"It is better to listen to the rebuke

of a wise [Torah] man than for one

to listen to the song of fools.”

(Ecclesiastes 7:5)
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Throughout the trials and
tribulations of life, a typical person
would seek advice from someone
they viewed as wiser and more
knowledgeable. It never seems
to fail to disappoint us just how
limited the advice is, when the
wisdom we chose is based on
secular knowledge. We often wish
we could’'ve saved ourselves the
time, frustration, embarrassment
$400/hour

psychiatric expertise fee. Our

and  possibly  the

life’'s journey would be smoother
if we'd simply known that the best
advice these experts can typically

nou

offer is "it'll get better,” “it could
be worse” or the exaggerated false
empowerment of “you can do it."
After all, they are just including
their own unique experiences to
the same manmade manual as their
patients. When the wisest man of
all time, King Solomon, wrote about
wisdom (Chochma) in his three holy
books inside the Tanach, he was

consistently referring to the divine

Torah wisdom. Unlike manmade
advice that is too biased and
limited to fit everyone, the divine
Torah is a one-size-fits-all that is
also customized to you. Instead
of sympathy we tend to detest,
the Torah offers the empathy we
all yearn for. But before we can
appreciate the necessity of change,
we must first understand the root
of the current failure to attain
happiness by the overwhelming

majority of mankind today.

A lifetime of
brainwashing has led us to say

psychological

things like “the grass is always
greener on the other side,” or "it
could be worse;” and let's not
forget our typical response when
asked about our wellbeing as “not
bad[not bad at all].” Though these
statements seem to be harmless
figures of speech, they expose
the hidden attitude behind our
unhappiness. Rather than saying
Baruch HaShem for the good we
have, we are conditioned to think
about the frustrations we're dealing
with. In short, we've become
conditioned to be miserable in
our present state, yet hopeful that
things will become better in the
future. The problem is that the
current system we're using is being
steered by the same Yetzer HaRa
that conditioned us to be miserable
in the first place. This makes
it impossible for us to succeed
in attaining anything beyond
sporadic bursts of like-happiness,
which are typically dependent
on variables beyond our control.
Happiness is not supposed to be
like an adrenaline rush, but rather
a constant state of being. Imagine
being happy just because!

An even deeper analysis of our
choice of words shows that we
are constantly measuring our
happiness by our perception of
others. Whether it's the neighbors’
grass being greener, or his overall
situation being worse than ours,

we've acclimated ourselves to size

everyoneuptheminute weseethem.
Subconsciously we tell ourselves to
feel like their success makes us a
failure, while their demise makes
our situation more bearable-
maybe even a success. This type of
measurement is flawed at best, and
though wunintentional, our Sages
teach that it's nevertheless like the
Ayin Ra'ah (evil eye) possessed by
the students of the wicked Bilaam.
Making matters worse is that it's
in sharp contrast to the clear
happiness instructions of our Torah

Sages.

As our Sage Ben Zoma said “....Who
is the rich one? One who is happy
with his share...” (Pirkei Avot 4:1)
Wi 27wy IU0X.LInIX N {2"
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When the holy Tanna , Shimon Ben
Zoma, masterfully summarized one
of the Torah steps to happiness in
only four words, he emphasized
that attaining it has no direct
correlation to the success or
failure of others. Whether your
neighbors’ grass is greener or not
is no longer perceived the same
way. A person seeking happiness
no longer looks over the fence with
jealous curiosity. If you happen
to see it, you're either overjoyed
by his success or concerned about
his failure. Unlike the students of
Bilaam the Rasha, the Ayin Tova
(good eye) of the students of
Avraham Avinu sees the success
of others as part of their own
happiness. Your neighbors’ success
is now empowering you to see the
endless possibilities in HaShem'’s
infinite world. These possibilities
are available to all in the world
of the Omnipotent HaShem. This
newfound empowerment shows
that happiness with your share
does not dampen your ambition,

but rather reorganizes it.

After we've become happy for
others, what can this Ayin Tova
do for us if our own share is truly

difficult? Like a domino effect, our

newfound Ayin Tova perspective of
the world will also help us reassess
our own difficulties. If all of us take
a moment to reassess our needs
without comparing ourselves to
the neighbors, our findings are
unbelievable. In every past case
you check, you'd see that HaShem
has given you exactly what you
needed. It may not be what you
wanted, but if you're here reading
this, then it's clear you have what

you need.

“Then Yaakov took a vow, saying
“if God will be with me, will guard
me...; will give me bread to eat and
clothes to wear...” (Genesis 28:20)
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The Torah tells us that when Yaakov
Avinu left hisfatherYitzchak’'s home,
he did not pray for the fame and
fortune he ended up attaining later
in life. Rather, Yaakov's pleadings
to HaShem were for the very basic
needs of life—food, clothing and
shelter.  Yaakov’s understanding
of what's truly worthy of prayer
did not weaken his ambition when
the opportunity arose. As it is
written “The man (Yaakov) became
exceedingly prosperous... (Genesis
30:43)." Despite his success, the
heart of Yaakov never changed
towards haughtiness. To the
contrary, the verse “l [Yaakov] have
been diminished by all the kindness
and all the truth that You [HaShem]
have done Your servant;” (Genesis
32:11) shows that Yaakov's success
led him to worry. Since he’'s been
gifted success beyond what he
prayed for, he was afraid that he'd
already used up more than his

merits warranted.

During a time of reflection, Yaakov
reminded us that anything that's
above basic necessity is a bonus
on top of the bonus we already
get from HaShem. Although his
success was decreed by HaShem,
Yaakov's extraordinary response
to the blessings was only due to

A

person
seeking
happiness

no longer
looks
over the
fence with
jealous
curiosity.

his predisposition of being happy
with his share. Ambitious to grow
into the greatest nation on earth,
he knew that all he'll ever need to
achieve happiness is exactly what
HaShem gave him at the time He
gave it to him. Just as his richness
was determined by his happiness
with his own circumstances, his
success in attaining happiness
despite his circumstances is what

actually made him rich.

TODAH LE'HASHEM

“And not like those who cry out like

dogs Hav Hav [give us more, give

us morel]” (Tikunei HaZohar Tikkun

18 Daf 34a)
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The idea to write a textual map of
how to attain true happiness began
with a deeper idea that is often
taken for granted-saying Todah
Le'HaShem . The Tikkunei HaZohar
says that one of the distinguishing
characteristics of Am Yisrael is that
we do not simply ask for more and
more, like the unending appetite of
a dog. Rather, a Jew is expected
to actually designate time to say
Todah Le’'HaShem for the countless
gifts HaShem has given us. Of
course there must be many grateful
non-Jews around the world, but, as
usual, the Jew is expected to be on
a different level. The importance of
gratitude for Am Yisrael is so dear,
thatthe Tikkunei HaZohar describes
praying only for sustenance as
the act of those who forgot the
language of the King-instead of
knowing and following their King,
they have adapted the customs and
languages of the other nations.

"It is good to thank HaShem and to
sing praise to Your Name, O Exalted
One."(Psalm 92:2)

1hY gewh amtym gy niTabh 3o
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It requires no mental strain to
understand that gratitude is one of
the basic necessities of humanity,
let alone for us to attain true
holiness. But what good is King
David referring to about Todah
Le’'HaShem? Although thanking
anyone for something good is the
natural behavior of a person with
good middot, the Ramchal reminds
us that even the best of us tend to
routinely ignore or overlook the
simple and obvious. A person that
is not exerting effort to consciously
remind themselves of the good
in their lives, can easily fall into
the trap of only focusing on the
difficulties. This is not due to the
difficulty of finding good in our



lives, but rather the opposite. The
average person reading this has
so much good in their lives that
they have become numb to it. We
sometimes forget the source of all
that's good (i.e. HaShem) to the
point that we expect good to be our
status quo. We expect our eyes to
see, ears to hear, hands to feel and
even have enough money to afford
a delicious lunch. Our expectations
of the basic needs of survival are
so high and standardized, that we
forget they are good. By reminding
ourselves to say Todah Le’'HaShem,
we are systematically forcing
ourselves to do a conscious review

of our good inventory.

EITZAH TOVAH (GOOD ADVICE)

In order to avoid the pain of
forgetting important things, most
of us live with countless reminders.
Whether set as a reminder to meet
someone for business, or as a
reminder to get to the airport, the
alarm clock is the reminder tool
for what we perceive as important.
After a study session with an Avrech
from the Chofetz Chaim Kollel a
few years ago, we arrived at the
brilliant idea of setting a reminder
to say Todah Le'HaShem at a set
time each day. Unlike the time
you pray to HaShem with requests
throughout the day, take a full 5
minutes to simply list the things you
are grateful for, without mentioning
a single request. Yes, my phone
rings each day at 12:30pm with the
text on the screen showing Time to
Say Todah Le’'HaShem.

"He who offers Todah honors Me;

and one who orders [his] way, | will

show him the salvation of God.”

(Psalm 50:23)
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This amazing reminder will not
only change your day, but also
your overall perception of life.
Richness and fulfillment is already

in your life, and it's just waiting

to be uncovered by a simple, yet
brilliant Eitzah that requires some
effort. To get your daily motivation
boosted further, take a look at the
secret King David tells us in Psalm
50-saying Todah Le’HaShem is the
key to getting all salvation from
HaShem Yitbarach.

IT'S THE KAVANA THAT COUNTS

“Don’t just tell him to say Todah...
tell him to say a Beracha!” Rav

Nissim Yagen zt'l

Parents traditionally [and rightly
so] make a big deal about having
their little children say Todah out
loud to the unfamiliar relative that
just gave them a delicious candy.
Although this is a great start, HaRav
Nissim Yagen zt'| cried out that
the real lesson should be to teach
the child to say a Beracha. While
the two seem to teach the same
message, a deeper introspection
into the teachings of our holy
Sages uncovers quite a lesson
about gratitude, and thereby taking
us further along our happiness

journey.

“Anyone who's ungrateful for
the kindness of his fellow, will
ultimately be ungrateful for the
kindness of the Holy One, Blessed
Be He” (Midrash Mishnat Eliezer
perek 7)
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The Midrash Mishnat Eliezer teaches
us that although the Todah [towards
our fellow] and Beracha [towards
our Creator] complete each other,
it's the Beracha that helps us
reflect on the deeper meaning of
the gifts we've received. Because
saying Todah is so simple and well-
intended, it's become part of our
speech at early childhood. By the
time we've reached adulthood,
the Todah towards our fellow has
become an engraved part of our

habits, thereby losing much of the

kavana behind it. A person can get
so used to saying Thank You, that
their receiving of a pencil, a hot
dinner plate, or a brand new car can
literally have the same exact well-
intended, yet habitual, superficial
Todah.

The Beracha, on the other hand,
takes alittle more effort and thought
process to do than its superficial
Todah partner. This is supposed
to lead the person to think a little
more about what they just received.
Although it's unfortunately common
for us to forget the kavana part of

our Beracha too, one only needs

so significant, that the Gemara
(Berachot 35b) judges one who
eats without reciting it, as if he
had stolen from God Himself. With
that emphasis in mind, a careful
review of the biblical source of the
blessing (i.e. Deut 8:10), can help
us get a deeper meaning of what
we should be so grateful about in

our lives.

First, it reminds us we ate (3:11?;51).
When one considers that nearly
25,000 people die each day (est.
9.1 million people/year) from pure
hunger, they should encouraged

to recite Birkat HaMazon as if it is

“Anyone that
allows themselves the privilege
of thinking honestly

should now

begin to ask some questions about

themselves.”

to simply think about the literal
meaning of the blessing words
they're reciting in order to raise
the Beracha to its former glorious

status.

“You will eat and you will be

satiated, and bless HaShem your

God, for the good Land that He

gave you.” (Deuteronomy 8:10)
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Nearly 500 years ago, The Maharal
of Prague taught us that the literal
Biblical commandment to bless
HaShem after eating makes the
Birkat HaMazon the most important
Beracha in the entire Torah.
Unknowingly to many, it's even
more significant than the Shema
and Amidah. Birkat HaMazon is

Birkat HaGomel . Second, we are
satiated with our meal nyavy. The
same UN and other institutional
studies reported that there are
nearly 1 billion people that suffer
from hunger today. Just imagine
the tears of hunger, and your
Kavana already increases. There
are countless poor and hungry
Jewish families in Israel that rely
on HaShem's charitable servants
to help them get a meal. Lastly,
you got to sanctify HaShem’s Name
(0373 .

your life has a purpose . If not

This literally means that

for having a God with an eternal
instruction set and purpose for all
of His creations, life would simply
be purposeless. How horrible

would life be if we simply lived to

eat and drink before you die; and
then bring children along the way
to suffer the same purposeless
consequences? By acknowledging,
obeying and thanking HaShem for
everything you are also committing
eternal

to your ultimate and

purpose.

With that being said, it's now
clearer that all that's missing from
our Todah is exactly what's missing
[sometimes] from our Beracha-—
Kavana. Just take a moment and
think about what you've received
before saying either Todah or
Beracha, and see the difference in
your life before your eyes. Rabbi
Efraim Kachlon once taught me “Is
the pen someone lent you simply
just a pen, orisitatool that you will
now use to write a Chidush, a phone
number, or an answer to a test that
will change your world forever?” Of
course you can look at it as just a
$2 pen, but that would make you as
ungrateful as the purposeless ones
who live to die. Our Sages teach
us that When Moshe Rabbeinu
commanded us to observe the
Birkat HaMazon and all of the other
commandments, he literally said “...
you shall observe to perform, so that

"

you may live...” Anytime the word
“Live” is mentioned in the Torah, it
is referring to eternity, and not to
this temporary world. Divinely we
see that the same verse that taught
us true gratitude through Birkat
HaMazon, is a verse numbered
8:10, which in its original Hebrew

is » n—Life.

SUKKOT HAPPINESS IS JUDAISM

“Why do nations gather and regimes
talk in vain? The kings of earth take
their stand and the princes conspire
secretly, against HaShem and His
anointed. Let us cut their cords and
cast off their ropes.” (Psalms 2:1-3)
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In the End of Days, King David
prophesized, the Nations will
encounter and then try to fight
the MaShiach. Our Sages of
the Gemara (Avodah Zarah 3a)
elaborate the secret behind the
encounter before the ultimate
fight. After realizing that MaShiach
ben David is not one of their false
manmade idols, the Nations will
cry out for a second chance. In His
mercy, HaShem will give them a
chance to observe what He calls the
"easy mitzvah of Sukkot.” Through
their frustration about the heat of
the sun, the Nations will kick the
sukkah on their way out, cutting the
cords and rejecting the Torah. The
Sages then asked, why is it that
when a Jew experiences distress
(e.g. heat, cold, etc.) in the Sukkah
he is exempt, but the Nations are
faulted for doing so? The Gemara
responds that although distress
exempts both from the Sukkah, the
Nations were happy to kick it the
mitzvah they didn’t want to keep
away. Here we see that although
the same difficulty may be present
in both lives, what makes a Jew
the Chosen one is when he uses
Torah wisdom to find happiness in
every circumstance. Hence, that's
the reason what that Jew is worth
saving for eternity at the time of
MaShiach.

This time of the year is when we
should all take time to think, reflect
and realize that we all live a life
that's full of difficulty; it's time to
make something good out of it. This
opportunity alone is reason enough
to say Todah Le’'HaShem (Thank You
to HaShem). A great way to say
Todah is with Birkat HaMazon with
Kavana inside the Sukkah!

“It (Torah) is a tree of life to those
who grasp it, and its supporters are

praiseworthy” (Proverbs 3:18)

If you ask the praiseworthy
supporters why they grasp it, they’ll
simply tell you that it's their tree of
life.
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David Nessim Barouch ben Esther "1

Jacob ben Zohra 5"

Avraham ben Ramu %1

Barouch ben Rina 51

Esther bat Chasiba "1

Bella Tobie bat Dvora 51

Meyer ben Messodi %"t
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Eliyahou Bakshi Doron ben Tova
Yossef ben Yihia

Mordechai ben Simcha

Avraham Chaim ben Miriam Rachel
Eliyahou ben Simi (Simcha)

David Shalom ben Mesody
Raphael Chaim Shemuel ben Chava Raizel
Renée bat Esther

Rachel bat Hnina

Chantal Messodi bat Sylvia

Esther bat Clara
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BRACHAVEHATSIACHA

Yonathan ben Yeshaya HaCohen
Gavriel Meir ben Mira Mesody
Moshe ben Renée

Daniel Yaakov ben Chava
Pinhas Shlomo ben Esther
Shoshana Yaakova bat Golda Miriam
Esther bat Rut

Audrey Esther bat Chava

Leah bat Shifra

Chana Chanel bat Yaffa

Ruth bat Tamar

Chava bat Rachel
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POUR ECRIRE A BERITI SHALOM / CONTACT BERITI SHALOM

info@beritishalom.org

www.beritishalom.org
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