About 60 years ago, HaRav Nissim Yagen zt'l
heard this story from one of the mekubalim in
Jerusalem that put things into perspective about
the Jewish people today. One early morning a
man looking to buy a live chicken walked into
the farmhouse, and was immediately surprised
after seeing the inventory. Can I buy any bird
here? he asked the farmer. Sure thing sir, only
thing I care about is the weight on the scale so I
can give you the right price. Even the big black
& white one in the back, the man inquired
further. Like I said, repeated the farmer, only
thing I care about is the weight on the scale.
Okay then, I'll take the big black & white one
and, also, this small white one. You must have
a big family to feed, said the farmer, but here
you go sir. That'll be $25 sir.

The new owner of the two birds couldn’t
believe his eyes as he drove to the mountains
with them. Once he got to the top, he picked
up the big black & white bird with both hands,
took it to the edge of the cliff and whispered
in its ear “You're an eagle, fly”....and threw
it off the edge. Being surrounded by chickens
since it was picked up as a lost eaglet, the
young eagle thought it was a chicken its whole
life. It jumped around just like them in the hen
without ever trying to use its wings. Once it
was thrown off the edge, it instinctively used
its wings and cruised through the sky for the
first time in its life.

In our ever-so-ambitious to get rich overnight

*Continue on page 3
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What Differentiates Me From You?

Elul was for some the beginning of an uplifting journey and a time for introspection. Others waited for Rosh Hashana
or Aseret Yemei Teshuva, some Kippur or even Neila. Some of us needed the joy of Sukkot to open our hearts, and
others the sleep deprivation on the night of Hoshanah Rabba. We all have our individual moment to feel that spark
inside of us turn into a flame

It is at this time that we all took upon ourselves resolutions for the new year. And now that the holidays are over, and
we go back to our normal routines, we must now follow through with those resolutions and prove to Hashem our
loyalty and devotion to Him.

We all know the famous principles of teshuva stated by the Rambam, the first being to abandon the sin and not going
back to it. The Michtav Me’Eliyahu states that if the person “looks over his shoulder” to remember those “good” times,
he is lacking an essential part of his teshuva which is remorse (nvN). If we do not understand that our sin, whatever
it may be, has brought pain to Hashem we will never be able to completely erase the sin from within us and might fall
back to it in the future. However, beyond the technicalities of the teshuva process lies the true reason why Hashem
gave us this gift of repentance. The Gaon of Vilna writes in his sefer Even Shelema (Perek 1) that the essence of the life
of a person is to break his middot (character traits). All of our avodat Hashem (serving Hashem), he adds, is dependent
on the improvement of our middot. Yet our main difficulty is trying to stay focused on the truth and not what our eyes
see or what our ears hear. We get carried away by situations and let our “nature” get the best of us and thus drift away
from our main purpose and from Hashem Himself.

We are now past the yamim noraim (days of awe) and we have all done our duty of introspection and taken upon
ourselves a step towards Hashem and the accomplishment of His mitzvot. We all had a beautiful etrog and arbaat
haminim (the four species), we sang and danced for the Torah and enjoyed festive meals. So, what differentiates us
from one another? The answer lies in the first word of the Torah that we read the Shabbat after Sukkot; Bereshit (in
the beginning). Hashem hints to us not to forget what we have taken upon ourselves at the beginning of the year, just
three weeks ago! This is precisely how Hashem differentiates us from one another, comparing “me vs. me” and this is
the outlook we should have in life. We must stop looking over our shoulder and compare ourselves to our friends and
neighbors. It does not matter who has the bigger house, or who is driving the latest car nor who is wearing the designer
suit, but only by how we changed ourselves for the better. In every situation that we will face in the coming year our
middot will interfere, and we will have the choice to use them for the good or to let the negative ones get the best of us.

This is what our sages teach us in Pirkei Avot perek 4 mishna 1. Ben Zoma says: Who is one that is wise? He who learns
from everyone, as it says, ‘I have acquired understanding from all my teachers” (Psalms 119:99). Who is one that is mighty?
He who conquers his impulse, as it says, ‘slowness to anger is better than a mighty person and the ruler of his spirit than the
conqueror of a city.” (Proverbs 16:32). Who is one who is rich? He who is happy with his lot, as it says, “When you eat [from]
the labor of your hands, you will be happy, and it shall be well with you” (Psalms 128:2). “You will be happy” in this world,
and “it will be well with you” in the world to come. Who is honored? He who honors his fellow man, as it says, “For those who
honor Me, I will honor; and those who despise Me will be held in little esteem” (I Samuel 2:30).

The Mishna could have answered as we would have today; Who is one that is wise? One who has acquired more
knowledge than others. Who is one who is mighty? One who has conquered more land... However, the Mishna
answers the four questions, from different sources in the Tanakh, never comparing one person to another but rather to
himself to determine the end result.

I will conclude with the words that we say every morning in tefila 777797 *19323 9N02 QAW R7* DIX R7* 02
92252 MR 9217 DART DY 4 person should always be God fearing in public like in private, accept the truth and speak
the truth in his heart. The next time we feel the urge to compare or measure ourselves we need to remember that our
opponent is the one looking back at us when facing a mirror. Only when we will accept the truth and not excuse our
“nature” will we be able to get closer to Hashem and live a healthier life in this world and in the next.
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Continue - Eagles Acting Like Chickens

generation, it seems like almost every youngster
with an idea believes that they’re going to
become a millionaire in the next 6 months. Rarely
is there any consideration into the flaws, hurdles,
competition, or other facts that typically get in the
way of a good dream. The lowly surroundings,
terrible environment and upbringing, and lack
of education are typically used as a fuel for our
ambitious fire to prove everyone wrong. Our
confidence is so high, we somehow forget that
failure is even an option. Yet, when it comes
to serving HaShem (.e. our purpose of life), that
confidence dissipates until it ceases to exist, as
we all suddenly become ba’ale mum (deficient and/
or deformed).

Hearing Mussar about the biblical obligations
such as observing Shabbat, being modest',
watching our eyes® and learning Torah daily hits
us like a wall at first. It really seems like a demand
for an impossibility by the HaShem, may His
Name be blessed. We all suddenly become expert
psychologists, crying out that in the debate of
Nature vs. Nurture?, it was Nurture that won the
battle. We repeat to ourselves and others how we
just can’t do it, as if it were a mantra. Whether it’s
because we grew up in a secular house, or were
surrounded by fakers and irreligious religious
Jews our whole life, we're quick to blame our
surroundings for our TeShuva disability.
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“For there is no man so wholly righteous on earth that he always does good and never sins” (Kohelet
7:20)

The fact that no one is perfect is not problematic news, as it was written by King Solomon. The
problem arises when we accept the sin against HaShem as normal, acceptable behavior and refuse
to even consider change. Without much of a battle, the Yetzer Hara convinces us to settle for less
than perfect servitude of HaShem yitbarach. How did this happen to us?

The truth is that we are a product of Nurture (i.e. our environment), but the argument was not created
by psychologists 150 years ago. It was spoken about in detail in our Torah by the RAMBAM?, the
Sages of the Talmud®, King Solomon®, Moshe Rabbeinu’, and HaShem Himself® for the last 4000
years. The key difference is that the Torah teaches us that we not only can change and overcome
these obstacles, but that it's a critical part of our purpose in life to do so. Learning Torah and
fulfilling mitzvot is what we were created to do, just as the eagle was created to fly. As Moshe

. Men and Women

. i.e. brit, jealousy, desires, gezel etc.

. The nature versus nurture debate involves whether human behaviour is determined by a person’s genes (nature) or by their environment (nurture).
. See Hilchot Deot 6:1

. See Pesachim 118b

. See Proverbs 13:20

. See Deuteronomy 10:20 (Parashat Eikev)

. See Genesis 12:1 (Parashat Lech Lecha)




Continue - Eagles Acting Like Chickens

Rabbeinu said’, “...it's in your mouth and your
heart to perform it” (i.e. fulfilling the Torah should be

instinctual for us, since we were created to perform it).

The only thing that’s holding us back from
being the Chosen Ones, The Tzadik or Tzadikah
that HaShem created is that we’ve been fooled
into believing that we’re chickens who can’t do
TeShuva. That only other special people can fly
high in righteousness, but not us. This is the
biggest scam of the Yetzer HaRa. The reality is
that we've been surrounded by chickens our

9. See Deuteronomy 30:14

whole lives, in materialism and in spirituality.
But, just like we don’t let them get in our way
of flying successfully in materialism, it's time we
become as ambitious about flying successfully in
righteousness. It's time we started flying higher
than ever in our servitude of HaShem, the Source
of all success. One way or another HaShem
commands our success in serving Him. Let's not
wait for Him to force us by throwing us off of a
cliff right after whispering in our ear “You're an
Eagle...Fly.”
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~ HELP US REACH OUR GOAL TO SAVE SOULS |~
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HoShana Rabah ALL NIGHT TORAH - Rabbi S Apa—

Yaron Reuven. - Link

1 TIm nawa
11am awny
AU non
10,000 NP1YN
Yyw o'porT

i th BRI
an1 933
PR

OOOOOOOOOOLOOOLOLLA OO OO OO OO OO OO0 Our Shop and

/// e
i, We're .
%%EN Our Shop and Donations m m
Some of our products are special deliveries from Jerusalem and > - = i

take up to a month to arrive. We know it may be a long time,
but its worth it to have the holiness of the Rabbis from the Holy
City in the Holy Land.

Donations

‘

= https://www.beezrathashem.org/donations-and-shopnew =1

(A) Get The App

www.BeEzratHaShem.org


https://www.facebook.com/RabbiYaronReuven/videos/10155975101763196/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=u6seJbWpty8
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Kollel Ayshel Avraham
Ayshel Avraham Rabbinical Seminary
By the authority of the Dean and Faculty of the Kollel Ayshel Avraham

Ayshel Avraham Rabbinical Seminary
We hercby confer upon

Rabbi Yaron Reuven
Ordination as

Rabbi, Teacher, Preacher
May he be a Blessing unto The Jewish People
Issued this Tenth Day of October, 2018

ST
Rabbi Yaakov Spivak
Dean
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BeEzrat HaShem Inc. is proud to present

2 O 1 7 <l 2 O 1 8 some of its productivity numbers since
launching just 2 years ago.

300,000- cDs
Distributed Free

With over 10.5 million »
hours of Torah =

11 Facebook Pages* & Torah 1269 Total

Groups created With more than

2 100,000 total followers = YEARS of

hours of Torah watched

3 YouTube Channels

Over 162,015 hours

of Torah watched

50 NN MYV 24 VY NTY 2P Over 35’000

DY PI0DN IYIP2 NN A
views/l istens to SOUNDCLOUE

Torah and Judaism

60,000 Asher Yatzar WhatsApp
Blessing high quality PVC
posters For Jewish Homes 60 gr.oups that 5
o p— publicize Torah
. i ., videos and texts
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Baruch *
B

BeEzrat HaShem Inc.

ROKU TV Streaming RO 6
Channel with Non Stop

Torah being streamed

“' mpRT? Wy R
h T3 DTN APY APDN

Interactive Torah
Website

www.BeEzratHaShem.org




308,404 Questions
& Answers exchanged '\/7 13 u , 750 nNg’ 7
regarding Torah, Judaism, D’
TeShuva, Conversions, and l * \ '
more

1000- kiruv Packages
with Torah books, CDs,
Blessing Cards and more

Distributed
Ongoing monthly Published and Distributed 2400 copies of
financial support to @‘ NEW Sifrei Kodesh by Talmidei Chachamim on
. . 15 Halacha, Mussar, and Lectures
multiple families of —
Bnai Torah

ALON HaKODESH—Amazing Newsletter
distributed weekly with articles covering
Torah, current events, The Woman’s Point of

Sponsored and View, BeEzrat HaShem activity and more

Assisted many

P\ /4
Orthodox Conversions ( ) 16

& Shidduchim

Actively fighting

against Christian
Missionary activities

and Intermarriage

4 50+ High Quality Digital Torah films
produced with over 1 million views
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11

12 BeEzrat HaShem Inc. Application
for iPhone with Lectures
regarding countless subjects.
(Off on Shabbat)
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