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Rabbi Yaron Reuven

Todah Le’HaShem pARTII

Today’s politically correct world is quick to conclude that talks
of Biblical rebuke are negative, yet much of the holy Torah is just
that—Mussar (i.e. rebuke). It may surprise some to learn that
in his commentary on the Talmud (Shabbat 32b), Rashi clearly
states that the words Mussar and Torah are synonymous. As
Rav Nissim Yagen zt'] once said “even the exciting wedding
day between Am Yisrael and HaShem Yitbarach began with
the Ten Commandments that forced us to change everything
overnight.” Whether it's the difficulties experienced by our
forefathers, the intricate details of the Torah commandments, or
the heavy price we pay for disobeying either of them, the holy
Torah is the instructions book to life.
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“This shall be the reward (Eikev apy) when you
hearken to these ordinances, and you observe and
perform them;” (Deuteronomy 7:12)

Unlike most of the Torah, Parashat Eikev (i.e. The Reward) opens
in an unusually delightful way, whereby Moshe Rabbeinu tells
Am Yisrael about the divine promise of extraordinary rewards.
The “fruit of your womb (i.e. children) and fruit of the land (i.e.
$u$tenance) are just the starting points of the countless blessings
being promised. Yet, it seems like each year there are more
“Breaking News” stories of suicide by the same celebrities that
looked really happy and blessed. Why does the richest and
most conveniently living society in history want to stop living
so badly? Although the research shows 72% higher suicide
risk for an unemployed person, the suicide risk is also higher in
wealthier neighborhoods?" Disturbing as they might be, these
stories serve as a testament that the material part of the blessing
is indeed incomplete. In short, it’s the not the money!

As is the way of the Torah, we turn to our holy Sages for
answers. The same holy Sage, Rashi, uncovers the secret of
the blessings, and thereby one of the first secrets to happiness.
A brief analysis of the word Eikev (reward ajpy) shows that it
also means heel (i.e. the back part of the foot). Allegorically,
just as it is inevitable for the heel to arrive at its destination as a
result of every [normal] step forward, the Torah promises that
the “reward” (i.e. Eikev) arrives “after” the observance and
performance of the commandments.
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“..for it is a trap for you” (Deuteronomy 7:16)

So what if we received what we thought were the “blessings,”
but without the prerequisite steps? Just four verses ahead we see
the word Mokesh (trap wpn) inside the very verse that’s warning

* See paper Relative Status and Well Being: Evidence from U.S. Suicide Deaths San Francisco
Federal Reserve September 2012

*Continue on page 3
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https://www.frbsf.org/economic-research/publications/working-papers/2012/16/
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Continue Todah
Le’HaShem

us about violating the divine instructions. This self-
inflicted, Yetzer Hara induced, spiritual poison is the
essence of our free will in this world. As our sages
repeatedly tell us “Everything is in the hands of
Heaven, except the fear of Heaven” (Berachot 33b).

After retelling the details of our divine wedding
at Mt. Sinai, Moshe Rabbeinu repeats the Ten
Commandments and shocks the nation with what
many thought isimpossible. In Parashat Va'Etchanan,
God code names the observers and violators of his
mitzvoth, His lovers and His haters”, respectively.
To ensure clarity, God repeated these words later in
the Parasha, telling Moshe Rabbeinu about outcome
of one who refuses to do Teshuva.

“..And He repays [abundance] to His haters

in his lifetime to make him perish; he shall

not delay for His hater—in his lifetime He
shall repay him.” (Deuteronomy 7:10)

In what is arguably the scariest verse in the Torah, we
now understand why material success is not always
the Eikev (reward), but can sometimes be the Mokesh
(trap). Interestingly the word Mokesh also means
landmine in Modern Hebrew (i.e. a deadly bomb
hidden underground as a trap).

From here we learn a powerful Mussar lesson about
being honest with ourselves in our journey to true
happiness. When it comes to materialism, it’s time
we look at the facts and take them to heart. Enough
with basing our happiness on some imaginary bank
account that we “need” to have. Enough with basing
our goals on what our neighbors, friends or foes have.
If you don’t waste your energy looking at the other
side of the fence, you'll never care whether its greener
grass or not. As our Sage Ben Zoma said “....Who is
the rich one? One who is happy with his lot...” (Pirkei
Avot 4:1). Most of human misery stems losing control
of their desires due to jealousy. If you want to be
jealous of something, at least be jealous of those who
work hard to become lovers of HaShem. After all,
what purpose does the money have, if it hater doesn’t
have the blessing from Heaven (Eikev)?

For those of you who want happiness and blessing in
both this world and the next, BeEzrat HaShem we will
discuss more Torah details in part III of our Todah
Le’HaShem series. In the meantime, we should all
take this time to think, reflect and realize that we all
live a life that’s full of difficulty; it's time to make
something good out of it. This opportunity alone is
reason enough to say Todah Le’HaShem (Thank You
to HaShem).

“It (Torah) is a tree of life to those who grasp
it, and its supporters are praiseworthy”
(Proverbs 3:18)

If you ask the praiseworthy supporters why they grasp it,
they’ll simply tell you that it’s their tree of life.

X See (Deuteronomy 5:9-10)
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ﬁshuya From Muslim Egyptian To

Orthodox Jew BeEzrat HaShem!

I (Ahmed Mohamed) was born in Cairo, Egypt. Raised

in Alexandria, Egypt. I saw Jews and the Israeli flag

only on TV. People used to say bad things about them,
I never knew why? Once there was a conversation about the Jews,
by a talk show. They said, they stole their land, and they are evil,etc.
But [ still, didn’t believe them. I knew what they are saying are lies.
Once, me and my mom were on the road I saw a building with a star of David. I asked my Mom "What’s
this building with the star of David?”. "Perhaps it's a Synagogue” my Mom said. It looked abandoned,
but historical. I asked my Mom, “Can we go in?”. "Let’s ask” my mom said. There were security guards
guarding it. My mom asked if we just can go in. The officer said, you must be a jew. when [ got home I
researched, pictures of a torah scroll, jewish prayer, and even ilearnt Hebrew alphabet. Then, after some
years, we traveled to the U.S. | saw Jews on the street, wearing kippabhs, a fire of attractment and love
for these people burnt hard. I learned to read Hebrew online. And now I”m still learning conversational
hebrew on Duolingo. I searched Torah classes on Youtube, I came upon the page of Rabbi Yaron Reuven
(may HaShem bless him), [ watched Pirkei Avos shiurim and saw how beautiful this religon is, morality,
peace, sacrificing lives for the sake of the truth, observing their commandments with love no matter if
they are hard, love their g-d, and unity and love for one’s jew brother, etc. Then [ watched the wall street
to western wall shiur and story of R” Yaron Reuven, and saw how HaShem was running the show, and
how his wife watched the Torah and Science movie, and the debate by R“ Yosef Mizrachi (may HaShem
bless him) and the xtian priest. So [ watched Torah and Science and the Debate, and I got the shock of
my life, but a good one, because i knew that i was right and how HaShem showed me the truth, after i
watched them, i showed them to my mom, shed said she will be a noahide, and i chose to be a jew. Then
[ watched the Conversion shiur by R” Yaron Reuven. Then decided to Visit an Orthodox Shul on shabbat.
B”H the service was amazing, great people, and when I opened the siddur, and saw the translation, I
saw that these are HaShem'’s nation, they love and fear HaShem, and The land of israel is the jewish land
and plus, the greater land when Moshiach comes (May he come speedily in our days). Then [ booked an
appointment with the rav of the shul (may HaShem bless him), he is a big tzadik, he told me to continue
learning and what to learn, and what to learn next, etc, until I reach a certain level, then I”ll convert
BeEzrat HaShem. I"m watching now all the live shiurs by R” Yaron Reuven and Yosef Mizrachi, as well
as learning Torah and Halachos, as well as davening, observing shabbat and holidays 99% untill I be a
jew, I also fast on Yom Kippur 99%, and I set on the floor and cry for the Beis Hamikdash (May it be built
speedily in our days) and fast 99% on Tisha B’av. I'm also guarding my eyes and bris....
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By Rabbanit Levanah Reuven

Where Do We Stand

The gay parades on Tisha B’Av and the egalitarian movement at the Kotel can both
fall under the umbrella of immodesty and immorality (Zima). We know that the
only time in history where HaShem began to punish Am Yisrael without warning
was as a result of the immodesty and immorality that occurred with the women of
Moab and Midian in Parashat Balak’. The plague that could have caused a complete
destruction, Chas Ve’Shalom, was stopped through the meritorious actions of
Pinchas. His zealousness gave HaShem reason to relent and stop the plague.” If
Pinchas had merely sat on the sidelines, innocently thinking of how horrible the
sins of his brothers were, it would not been enough. Here we are reminded of the
obligation to rebuke our brothers, and just how critical it is.

There is a blessed movement against Lashon Hara today that is an excellent way for
us to stop destroying each other with our speech. But too many people are unclear
about what is and is not Lashon Hara. If Pinchas would've decided to not approach
Moshe Rabbeinu about the situation due to fear of Lashon Hara, he would have been
declared a partner in the crime. In the case of a sin being made, the correct action is
to rebuke your brother.

If we are not strong enough to take action ourselves, or are unclear about how to
rebuke correctly, then we need to take every effort to support those who are willing
to do it for us. Whether they are famous Rabbis or simple members of the kehilla, if
their rebuke is coming from knowledge, experience and a good heart, then we must
support them. To be the Ish or Ishat Emet, and bring the truth to the people has never
been popular. The prophets suffered greatly because of it, but earned eternity for it.

Those of us who think that we are in good standing with HaShem, since we keep the
mitzvoth and abstain from sin, need to also evaluate ourselves endlessly to see if we
really are doing enough to stop the plague. If we are not, then it is time we rethink
about where we stand. We are in the midst of a mandatory open book test. Chaval if
after 120 we fail because we were too lazy or arrogant to open the book.

- Nefesh Chaya, Rav Shimshon Dovid Pincus zt’l
(Numbers 25:11)
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